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Socialist International Adopts Harare Communique 
MB1602204589 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 16 Feb 89 


{Excerpts} President Joaquim Chissano has already 
returned home after taking part in the proceedings of the 
Socialist International conference on southern Africa. The 
conference was held in the Zimbabwean capital, Harare. 


This morning the delegates met behind closed doors to 
debate the speeches that were delivered yesterday. The 
session also evaluated developments on southern Africa 
and debated a common strategy to be adopted in the 
struggle against apartheid. 


The Harare conference adopted a four-part joint com- 
munique, namely regarding Scuth Africa; Namibia and 
Angola; destabilization of Frontline States; and a plan of 
action. The communique says that all the participants 
reaffirmed their unconditional condemnation of the 
apartheid policy followed by the South African regime. 
They added that apartheid is a crime against humanity 
and the lives and human rights of the vast majority of 
South Africans. 


The joint communique adds that the world community 
has the moral and political responsibility of struggling 
for democracy, justice, and respect for human rights in 
South Africa, and ensure the security of southern Africa 
as a whole. The communique states that it is necessary to 
adopt massive international pressure on the South Afri- 
can regime, and to have support for the South Africa and 
Namibian democratic movement stepped up, as well as 
an effective assistance to the Frontline States. 


The Harare conference evaluated the prevailing situa- 
tion in South Africa, Namibia, and Angola, as well as the 
destabilization of Frontline States. The conference 
adopted a plan of action that calls for the application of 
mandatory sanctions declared by the UN Security Coun- 
cil. Accordingly, all countries, either individually or 
collectively, should impose sanctions. It should be 
pointed out that the Nordic countries have already 
begun to adopt a policy toward this end. 


The joint communique says that sanctions should aim at 
Cutting direct air links with South Africa and refusing 
landing rights to South African Airways [preceding name 
in English}, boycotting imports of South African coal 
and gold; ending oil exports to South Africa; banning 
transfer of advanced technology to South Africa; and 
suspending export guarantees and new loans to South 
African public and private sectors. On sanctions, the 
Harare conference urged compliance with and even 
expansion of the already existing arms embargo declared 
by the United Nations. 


On Namibia's independence, the Harare conference 
urged that support should be given to the difficult tasks 
to be carried out by the United Nations Transition 
Assistance Group [UNTAG]. Ii stressed the importance 
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of keeping the original number of UNTAG personnel 
intact. Socialist International members will send observ- 
ers to Namibia within the next few months. 


Finally, the joint communique stresses the importance of 
an exchange of views between the Socialist International 
and the Frontline States and southern African’s libera- 
tion movements. [passage omitted] 


President’s Chissano delegation to the Harare confer- 
ence included Ministers Pascoal Mocumbi of foreign 
affairs and Teodato Hunguana of information, as well as 
Frelimo Party Central Committee member Sergio Vieira 
and other Mozambican party and state officials. 


Angolan Addresses OAU on Southern Africa 
MB2102082789 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 20 Feb 89 


[Text] Angolan Foreign Minister Pedro de Castro van 
Dunem Loy addressed the 49th OAU Council of Minis- 
ters’ session in Addis Ababa today. In his speech, For- 
eign Minister Loy said: The Angolan people benefitted 
from a firm rearguard during the struggl: for their 
national independence. Aware of this reality, they have 
spared no effort to assist the Namibian people in obtain- 
ing their independence. (?By upholding) Its sovereignty, 
it negotiated and signed with South Africa the New York 
agreements that create prospects for the Namibian peo- 
ple’s independence. It is now the duty of the interna- 
tional community, particularly African countries, to play 
a decisive role in the genuine independence of Namibia, 
for which its people have been fighting. Elsewhere in his 
speech, the minister said: 


[Begin Loy recording] The prevailing situation in south- 
ern Africa continues to assume particular importance, 
mainly because the New York agreements created new 
prospects that represent a significant step forward in 
partially resolving the southern African conflict. 


Namibian independence solely on the basis of the UN 
Secretary Council Resolution 435/78 cannot resolve the 
fundamental question of peace and stability in southern 
Africa as long as the apartheid regime continues. The 
apartheid regime is solely responsible for the prevailing 
climate of tension, as was demonstrated by the recent 
South African Army invasion of the People’s Republic of 
Angola, in flagrant violation of the New York agreements. 


Accordingly, it is imperative that Africa match the 
sacrifices rnade by the Frontline States for the total 
liberation of the continent by redoubling its diversified 
support to SWAPO during this decisive period in order 
to counteract the maneuvers that the South African 
authorities have mounted to thwart the Namibian peo- 
ple from realizing their legitimate aspirations for genu- 
ine independence. 
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Within the framework of efforts mounted to ensure 
general peace on our continent, we hail the initiatives 
undertaken to resolve the Western Sahara issue as well as 
the actions that led to the normalization of relations 
between Chad and Libya. [end recording] 


OAU’s Oumarou Interviewed on Namibia, RSA 
AB1002161089 Dakar PANA in French 0841 GMT 
10 Feb 89 


[Interview of OAU Secretary General Ide Oumarou by 
CAMNEWS in Yaounde on 9 February on southern 
African problem] 


[Excerpts] Yaounde, 10 Feb (CAMNEWS/PANA)— 
[CAMNEWS] Mr Secretary General, the strength of the 
UN peace-keeping force to be deployed in Namibia 
during that country’s transition to independence has just 
been reduced by half, that is, from 7,500 men to 4,650. 
In the face of this new challenge to Africa, can the OAU 
not ask its member states to make up for this shortfall? 


{[Oumarou] It would be important for the international 
community to demonstrate its presence in the most 
effective manner possible on Namibian territory. 
Because of financial considerations, our partners, and in 
particular the permanent members of the Security Coun- 
cil, do not share our views. We have tried to persuade 
our partners to ensure that the elections in Namibia will 
be fair, free, and democratic because these elections are 
to ensure Namibia's rights to self-determination and to 
help find a final solution to that country's future. 


In the face of hesitation by our partners, Africa, one way 
or another, must continue the struggle until the end 
because Namibia’s independence has always been the 
concern of the OAU decision-making bodies. Since the 
poe a creation, we have always militated for Namibia's 

. Now, we must examine, together with the 
UN. the practical way in which the UN secretary general 
conceives Africa's participation, possibly on an indepen- 
dent basis, in organizing these elections to ensure chat 
they are free of fraud. We have contacted the UN in this 
regard. Some states have alreeady indicated their inten- 
tion to participate in this action. [passage omitted] 


[CAMNEWS] Mr Secretary General, what are your 
impressions about the gradual coming to power in the 
RSA of Mr de Klerk, who has been promoted to the post 
of chairman of the National Party in the place of racist 
Pieter Botha? 


{Oumarou] It is too early to state one’s opinion about 
this situation. More or less, we are at the electoral stage 
and this gradual coming to power shows that everything 
is possible. We certainly require a number of conditions 
from whatever government that will be established in the 
RSA to enable us to enter into dialogue with the RSA. 
These conditions were stated in 1986 at the conference 
of OAU heads of state. 


INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


First, that government must declare its readiness to 
dismantle apartheid. The state of emergency must also 
be lifted, followed by the release of political prisoners, 
including Nelson Mandela; the ban on the liberation 
movements must be lifted; and a dialogue must be held 
with these organizations, which are, in reality, the legit- 
imate representatives of the people of the RSA—in fact, 
of the majority of the people of the RSA. 


If these conditions are accepted by the regime that comes 
to power in the RSA, we can say that a good course 07 
dialogue has been opened. For the moment, we are 
watching events very closely, and we hope no dust will be 
thrown in our eyes just to distract our attention. 


Oumarou Calls for Release of Mandela 
EA1602161689 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
0400 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] The secretary general of the OAU, Mr Ide Ouma- 
rou, has called for the release of the black nationalist 
leader in South Africa, Mr Nelson Mandela. Speaking in 
Nairobi yesterday, Mr Oumarou said the release of 
Nelson Mandela is one of the steps of breaking the 
apartheid system in the racist regime. The secretary 
general said this when he addressed a press conference at 
Jomo Kenyatta International Airport on his way back to 
Addis Ababa from Tripoli. He called for a general 
approach to free South Africa. 


* Portuguese C With Lusophone States 
34420037a Lisbon O JORNAL in Portuguese 


30 Dec 88 p 14 


[Article by Lurdes Feto] 


[Text] Internal conflicts and indebtedness contracted in 
recent years have affected Angola's and Mozambique’s 
relations with Portugal, but the cooperation is improving. 


“Excellent” in Sao Tome and Principe, “great” in Cape 
Verde, “very good” in Guinea-Bissau, “fair” in Mozambi- 
que, and “promising” in Angola. This is the picture which 
official sources gave O JORNAL regarding Portugal's level 
of cooperation with the five African lusophone states. 


Curiously, according to the same sources, the “quality” 
and extent of the existing cooperative agreements have 
grown in inverse proportion to the geographical expanse 
and natural resources on the country involved. 


“In Sao Tome and Principe everything is easier. But the 
country is small and the market and resources are 
limited to the extent that the main interest it holds for us 
is that of a ‘bridge’ connecting us with the neighboring 
African countries,” observe our sources. 


FBIS-AFR-89-034 
22 February 1989 


However, the privileged nature of those relations justi- 
fies President Pinto da Costa’s attendance at the First 
Congress of Cooperation held in Lisbon a week ago at 
the initiative of the ELO [Liaison and Observation 
Squadron]. 


Sao Tome and Principe has served as a “trial balloon” for 
the strategy of cooperation. In addition to a number of 
joint companies already established and the Bank of Coop- 

eration, Portugal will work with that country to create a 
fee zone and has already taken sep 10 “in “involve” its 
military in the luso-African cooperative accord. 


According to the military agreement officially signed on 
Wednesday, 21 December, in Lisbon, Portugal will sup- 
ply military equipment. Moreover, cooperation in this 
sector explains why, a few months ago, Portugal sent a 
detachment of its Air Force which established inter- 
island connections with the Portuguese Air Force’s Avio- 
car. And in the near future, Sao Tomean soldiers and 
militarized forces are to receive training in Portugal. 


Until now, Cape Verde has been a privileged partner in 


Governments have always been 
friendly and, in the opinion of many observers, the 
historic, cultural, and affectionate ties between the two 
peoples have always been outstanding. 


Guinean Television Anticipated for Sammer of 1989 


Portuguese cooperation has been equally pronounced in 
Guinea-Bissau. Durao Barroso, secretary of state for 


foreign affairs and was a “very special” 
guest of President Nino Vieira st the celebration of the 
fourth centennial of Cacheu, the first Portuguese com- 
mercial supply station in Africa south of the Sahara. 


Among the various projects underway in Guinea-Bissau 
is that of the installation and complete financing by 
Portugal (for 300,000 contos) of a Guinean television 
station whose transmissions are to begin officially in the 
summer of 1989. 


Cavaco Silva is also scheduled to visit Guinea-Bissau 
sometime in 1989 as che guest of President Nino Vieira. 
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And in the case of Angola and Mozambique, the fact that 
things have not gone very well until now is due, they tell 
us, to the greater internal complexity of those countries 
and, with regard to the former, to the “feeling of nausea” 
resulting from the failure of certain initiatives taken in 
the recent past. 

**Mozambique has been at grips with heavy indebtedness 
to Portugal due to the ccoperative formula under which 
it operated until 1985. Prior to that time, relations were 
basically commercial: Portugal sold goods for which 
Mozambique, in turn, could not pay. 


“Now cooperation is carried out on the basis of compen- 
sation, that is, the Mozambicans pay at the time of 
purchase with interest invested in joint companies aug- 
mented by the supply of their own raw materials, for 
example. This makes it possible for them to pay what 
they owe and, as a result, te sse us in a different light,” 

assert Portuguese dipior.atic sources. 


Lastly, in Angola cooperation is principally of a business 
nature. The desired of official relations 


has been postponed mainly because of Angola’s internal 
conflict. 


But negotiations are under way. And the Angolan 
authorities have now expressed their desire for greater 
cooperation with Portugal, a country which, moreover, 
has made several diplomatic attempts to obtain interna- 
tional support for the Angolans, contacting blocs of 
countries like the EEC and international financial insti- 
tutions like the World Bank and the International Mon- 
etary Fund. 


Portugal has influential competitors in lusophone Africa. 
In the political and cultural sphere there are the French 
in Sao Tome and Principe, Guinea, and Cape Verde; the 
English in Mozambique, and “everyone” in Angola. 
Portuguese diplomacy does not seem to fear this compe- 
tition, for it believes the leaders of those countries when 
they say that, for historic and emotional reasons, coop- 
eration with Portugal cannot be replaced by others. 


But in the economic, business, and even military spheres 
the struggle is much more disadvantageous for the Por- 
tuguese. In nearly all countries. And the situation is far 
from being enhanced by Spain’s victory in the EEC in 
taking over the Commission for Cooperation and Devel- 
opment which Portugal wanted so badly but failed to get. 


FBIS-AFR-89-034 
22 February 1989 


Congo 


Students Strike Over Nonpayment of Scholarships 
AB22021 10889 Paris AFP in French 1019 GMT 
22 Feb 89 


[Text] Brazzaville, 22 Feb (AFP)}—About 200 students 
from the Marien Ngouabi University Departments of 
Humanities, Law, and Economics began a strike this 
morning to protest the nonpayment of their scholarships, 
it was observed in Brazzaville. According to the students, 
this strike, which involves only 3 of the university's 14 
departments, was prompted by a delay of more than 4 
months in payment of their scholarships. Observers 
believe that this delay is due to the economic difficulties 
of the country, which, like other African countries, is no 
longer able to pay regularly the scholarships of about 
7,000 students. 


Rwanda 


Ugandan Delegation Arrives To Discuss Refugees 
EA1502071489 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 14 Feb 89 


[Text] The problem of Rwandan refugees in Uganda will 
be on the agenda of a meeting with a Ugandan delegation 
that includes, among others, Ibrahim Mukiibi, the inte- 
rior minister, and Joseph Mulenga, the minister for 


regional cooperation. The meeting will be held in Kigali 
tomorrow. 


The delegation arrived this afternoon and was welcomed 
on arrival at Kanombe International Airport by militant 
Francois Ngarukiyintwali, MRND [National Revolution- 
ary Development Movemeni; Certral Committee com- 
mission chairman on international cooperation policy and 
special commission chairman on Rwandan emigres. Also 
on hand was Jean-Marie-Vianney Mugemana, minister of 
interior and community development, and Dr Casimir 
Bizimungu, minister of foreign affairs and international 
cooperation. The proceedings of the Rwanda-Uganda min- 
isterial joint commission will begin tomorrow. 


Meeting Ends 
EA1802085089 Kigali Domestic Service in Swahili 
1445 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] The Ugandan Government will keenly assess and 
try to understand the case of any Rwandan refugee who 
seeks Ugandan citizenship. This was announced by Mr 
Ibrahim Mukiibi, the Ugandan minister of internal affairs, 
and his delegation immediately following a meeting with 
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militant Juvenal Habyarimana, the National Revolution- 
ary Development Movement founder and president of the 
Republic. Mr Mukiibi also declared that he had delivered 
to President Habyarimana a message from President 
Yoweri Museveni, his Ugandan counterpart, on friendship 
and brotherhood between our two leaders. 


Minister Mukuibi went on to say that they had discussed 
with the president relations between our two nations and 
called for the strengthening of cooperation in political, 
cultural, and other sectors in the interests of the two 
countries’ peoples. The president and our visitors dis- 
cussed the problem of the Rwandan refugees in Uganda, 
which was also discussed at the meeting held in Kigali 
between the Ugandan delegation led by Mr Ibrahim 
Mukiibi, and the Rwandan delegation led by militant 
Bonaventure Ngarukiyintwali, chairman of the commis- 
sion on Rwandan expatriates and refugees. The meeting, 
which opened on |5 February, ended today. 


Uganda 


Grenade Incident at Market Kills 1 
EA1802202789 Kampala Domestic Service in Euglish 
1000 GMT 18 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] Police have arrested a suspect following a 
grenade attack last night near (Kamocha) market in a 
suburb of Kampala, in which | person was killed and 10 
others admitted at Mulago Hospital with serious condi- 
tions. Police sources in (Kamocha) said the incident took 
place at around 2130. when a grenade was thrown into a 
group of people who had earlier on been engaged in an 
argument at a drinking place. [passage omitted] 


Zaire 


Mobutu Closure of Universities 
AB1802131989 Paris AFP in English 1306 GMT 
18 Feb 89 


[Text] Kinshasa, Feb 18 (AFP)}—Zairian President 
Mobutu Sese Seko ordered that the five universities in 
the capital, closed on Wednesday {15 February] after a 
week of student demonstrations, should not reopen 
before April 15, officials said late Friday. 


The universities had originally been scheduled to reopen 
on March |. 


The demonstrations were in protest at poor public trans- 
port services and a recent 80 percent hike in fares of 
those that are operating. 
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Eritrean Rebels Launch Raid on Om Hajer 
wae Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 1117 GMT 
21 Feb 89 


[Text] Kuwait 21 Feb (KUNA)—A statement issued by 
the Eritrean Liberation Front-The Unified Organization 
today said that yesterday, units of its army launched two 
raids on positions of the Ethiopian forces in Om Hajer. 
The front’s deputy representative in Kuwait, Mohamed 
Oum: r Dagadir, said that the battle continued for more 
than 5 hours, and heavy losses were inflicted on the 
Ethiopian forces, which were forced to withdraw into the 
town leaving a number of dead and injured behind. Mr 
Baqadir added that the Eritrean Liberation Artny ca”- 
tured huge quantities of weapons and amunitions, and 
its forces are still chasing the remnants of the enemy and 


collecting spoils. 


Eritrean Rebels Claim Battle Successes 
EA2102101489 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 1630 GMT 20 Feb 89 


[Text] The heroic forces of the Ethiopian People’s Lib- 
eration Army [EPLA] and the territorial forces of the 
EPLF attacked and smashed a Dergue brigade moving 
from (Metserka) to (?7Denagur) the day before yesterday, 
killing 180, wounding 230, and capturing 16 Dergue 
soldiers as well as 73 small arms of various makes and a 
communications radio. Two military helicopters and an 
infantry force [word indistinct], which were sent to 
rescue the Dergue force, which was lashed by the revo- 
lutionary whip of our combatants, returned to base 
having achieved nothing. 


In another development, the EPLA and the territorial 
forces of the EPLF repulsed a Dergue force advancing 
from (Emba Tserho) to (Tser Tsenei). In this battle, 
which was fought on 17 February 1989 from 1700 to 
1830, our combatants killed 10 and wounded 15 Dergue 
soldiers and captured one soldier and four small arms. 


Diplomatic Relations With Iraq Restored 
EA1202081489 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 11 Feb 89 


[Text] The Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced this 
evening that the Governments of the Peoples Demo- 
cratic Republic of Ethiopia and the Republic of Iraq 
have agreed to re-establish diplomatic relations at the 
ambassadorial level. The ministry further stated that the 
two governments had, on the basis of mutual respect, the 
UN Charter, international law, and the principles of the 
Nonaligned Movement, agreed to take the necessary 
steps toward promoting the existing relations between 
their countries and peoples. 
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Kenya 


Protest to Somalia over Elephant Killings 
EA2002215789 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 20 Feb 89 


[Text] The Kenya Government today protested to the 
Government of Somalia over an incident at Sebuleh, in 
Liboi Area, on Friday [17 February] night, when armed 
members of the Somali National Army crossed into 
Kenya and killed six elephants and injured three Kenyan 
security men and a party official. In a statement issued 
today, the government said upon returing fire, Kenyan 
security forces killed one of the attack:rs and captured 
another, who has been identified as Co onel Abdi Ibra- 
him Farah of the 77th Battalion of the Somali National 
Army, based at Buulo Xaawo. The injured man is being 
treated at Garissa Government Hospitai. 


The Kenya Government emphasized that such incidents 
could have very serious consequences on the existing 
good relations between the two neighboring states. The 
statement added that the Kenya Government would 
never compromise its responsibility to defend its terri- 
tory, its people, and wildlife heritage. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Coop- 
eration summoned the Somali ambassador to Kenya and 
handed him a protest note on the incident. Meanwhile, 
after consultations with its government, the Eiabassy of 
Somalia has said that the Government of Somalia was 
shocked to hear of the incident and deeply regretted it. 
The embassy added that considering the good relations 
between Kenya and Somalia, a full investigation of the 
incident has been started. Police at Liboi on the border 
have been instructed to take all the necessary measures 
against those responsible for the incident and cooperate 
with the Kenyan authorities to contain the situation, the 
embassy stated. 


Moi Links Opposition Mwakenya With Brutality 
EA1702222489 Nairobi Domestic Service in Swahili 
0900 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Speech by Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi on 17 
February at Kijango Police Training College—live] 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] Many people in the world 
accuse Kenya of human rights violations, and so on and 
so forth. You must understand that when I acceded to 
power, there were some people whom we call Ngorokos 
[a hit squad formed to eliminate prominent personalities 
after the death of President Kenyatta]. That under- 
ground group, the Ngorokos and so on, went on that way 
until 1982. All these people endeavored to ruin the 
government. They recruited policemen one by one. 


Now I am being told of torture cases every now and then. 
The impression is created that the government wants to 
destroy its citizens. But these are the very people called 
Mwakenya. I am perturbed that foreign governments are 
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accusing Kenya and supporting these peopie called Mwa- 
kenya, meaning they are supporting terrorism. The Ken- 
yan people live in peace. All our citizens want to live in 
peace. But those who infiltrate [words indistinct] so that 
the government is harmed. They do this with the inten- 
tion of harming the government. [passage omitted] 


So this is clear. Even lawyers are being told to say that 
the government is bad. They believe in this instead of 
understanding that we do not wish to spoil anybody's 
life. At no time when [word indistinct] the Kenya Gov- 
ernment allow anyone to be tortured. Should anyone 
torture anyone, he is going to face the [word indistinct]. 
Like anybody else, no protection. If you commit any 
offense, it will be contrary to the laws of this land. 
Naturally, you will face prosecution like anyone else. My 
government therefore, has no cause to commit injustice 
towards anybody. [passage omitted] 


Muslim Council U Ban on Satanic Verses 
EA2102191589 Nairobi KENYA TIMES in English 
21 Feb 89 p 1 


[Article by Chris Musycka: “Local Shops Steer Clear of 
Satanic Author”} 


[Excerpts] Kenyan book sellers are maintaining a hands 
off policy over the controversial book by Indian-born 
author Salman Rushdie as Muslims worldwide continue 
to condemn The Satanic Verses, which is accused of 


biasphemy against Prophet Muhammad. 


At the same time the Supreme Council of Kenya Mus- 
lims said it had made its position on Rushdie known to 
the government and had pleaded that the insulting book 
should not be allowed into the country. 


The secretary-general of the council, Mr Ahmad Khalif, 
told KENYA TIMES that when the first batch of the 
book was printed, the council, armed with a review of 
the book, made an official protest to the Ministry of 
National Guidance and Political Affairs: We saw an 
assistant minister for national guidance and political 
affairs, Shariff Nassir, who assured us that the govern- 
ment would ensure that the book is not circulated or sold 
in Kenya, Mr Khalif said. [passage omitted] 


Talking to the KENYA TIMES, Mr Khalif, said The 
Satanic Verses was blasphemous and had upset many 
Muslims. We support the Muslim view expressed else- 
where because the Holy Koran forbids anyone to blas- 
pheme against the word of Prophet Muhammad, which 
is the word of Allah. [passage omitted] 


A survey showed that leading bookshops in the country 
had no stocks of the book and did not intend to place 

the publishers, Viking Penguin, as they do not 
wish to upset Muslims in this country. [passage omitted] 
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2 Defecting Somalis in Tanzania 
EA1902164789 Nairobi SUNDAY STANDARD 
in English 19 Feb 89 p 1 


[Article by Bakr Oglle: “Somali Defectors Smuggled Out” 


[Excerpt] The two Somali defectors among a group of 
seven soccer players who early this month in vain sought 
political asylum in Kenya have been smuggled into 
Tanzania, SUNDAY STANDARD investigations have 
revealed. 


Kenya police were last week interrogating about eight 
Somali nationals resident in the country, over their 
apparent involvement in the affair. 


Five of the initial seven team members of the Somali 
MBC Football Club have already been sent back to their 
country, with the rest of the club players. They had been 
in Kenya to participate in the the recently concluded east 
and central African club championships held simulta- 
neously in Nairobi and Mombasa. 


Informed sources told the SUNDAY STANDARD the 
two defectors who had from the time the rest of the team 
left the country been hiding, have received assistance 
from those police are holding in their custody. The 
sources said the whole operation was carried out clan- 
destinely and in a manner that easily raises eyebrows. 
Our main area of interest as of now is to verify the 
circumstances the whole matter (transfer of the two 
defectors) took place, a police source asserted. 


Independent sources, however, told the SUNDAY 
STANDARD the defecting players were escorted to the 
Kenya-Tanzania border post of Namanga by a wealthy 
Nairobi transporter-cum-hotelier. The man (whose 
name we are withholding) has hitherto not returned froni 
his mission. 


The two defectors and their colleagues could have used 
dubious Tanzanian travel documents to facilitate their 
entry into the neighbouring East African country, the 
source said. [passage omitted] 


Security Discussed With Uganda Border Officials 
EA1602124489 Nairobi KNA in English 1957 GMT 
15 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] Busia, 15 Feb (KNA)}—Kenyan and Ugandan 
border security officials have agreed during a security 
meeting held in Busia, Kenya, today that officials from 
both sides will work out ways and means to curb smuggling 
along their common border. During the meeting both sides 
had agreed to close down all the illega' markets along the 
border and create a buffer zone which will make it impos- 
sible for the smugglers to operate freely. 


The meeting, which was held in a relaxed atmosphere 
under the chairmanship of the DC [district commis- 
sioner], Busia, Mr Simon Chacha, discussed in their 
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agenda matters related to the security of the fishermen 
using Lake Victoria waters [and] the restoration of a 
border line which will include the creation of a buffer 
zone. The delegates also discussed the security of both 
Ugandan and Kenyan truck drivers. 


The leader of the Ugandan delegation, Mr Francis Wan- 
yina, who is the district administrator for To-oro, called 
for free interactions between authorities of the two coun- 
tries, adding that such interaction would increase the 
relations between the peoples of the two countries. He 
officially invited Kenyan journalists into Uganda to cover 
the current elections in the country. “Come and cover the 
elections yourselves instead of relying on those who might 
not wish Uganda well”, he said. [passage omitted] 


Uganda 


Commission To Draft Constitution Set Up 
EA1502124889 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 14 Feb 89 


[Excerpts] President Yoweri Museveni has appointed a 
17-member constitution commission responsible for the 
drafting of the new Uganda constitution. The commis- 
sion is composed of a Ugandan Supreme Court judge, 
Justice Ben John Odoki, as chairman, Dr (Dan Mudola) 
as vice chairman, and Prof (Perez Mukasa Mutibwa) as 
its secretary. [passage omitted] 


Announcing the appointments at a press conference held 
in his officc in Kampala, the minister of constitutional 
affairs, Mr Sam Nijuba, said the appointments were 
made by the president under Section Two, Subsection 
Two, of the Uganda Constitutional Statute of 1988. Mr 
Njuba, however, explained that the law provides that 
there should be 21 members. So far about only 17 have 
been appointed. He therefore said that the president 
reserves the right to later on add the number to 21. He 
also advised anybody with a memorandum or seeking 
information abvut the proposed constitution to always 
contact the secretary for constitutional affairs, Mr 
(Nganua Kamugasha), on Box 7272, Kampala. 
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Gulu Attack Denied; Election Problem Noted 
EA1202164389 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 12 Feb 89 


[Text] Reports from Gulu District say the situation in the 
district is improving tremendously with the deployment of 
[word indistinct] forces and by early March it will be back 
to normal. This was disclosed to journalists yesterday at 
Nakasongola army barracks shortly before they were con- 
ducted around Gulu town to assess the situation for 
themselves by Major-General Fred Rugema. 


Referring to the recent BBC allegations that there was an 
attack on Gulu town, Maj-Gen Rugema said that is an 
unfortunate lie, adding that there was nothing like an 
attack. What happened, he said, there was a group of 
thugs who came from four miles to Gulu on Kitgum road 
to rob and burn people’s houses. He said the bandits 
were confronted by [words indistinct] unit who repulsed 
them, but in the process they speared two people who 
resisted abduction. He said the thugs had been attracted 
by the relief food which the Red Cross had given out two 
days earlier before the so-called attack. 


Maj-Gen Rugema said that the [word indistinct] forces 
fully deployed in some areas whe.e they (?have been) 
repatriating the people of Atiak, (Kab) and (Amuro). 
He said that Omoro County is very fine food-wise and 
that what the people there are asking for is agricultural 
implements and blankets. He blamed the prolongation of 
the war [word indistinct] assessment of the situation by 
the army commanders, inadequate deployment and 
ignorance of the masses in the task. 

Referring to the resistance council elections now taking 
place throughout the country, Maj-Gen Rugema said that 
they are prolonged in Gulu District to enable the govern- 
ment to mobilise in the rural areas which had not been 
reached. Elections did not take place in the whole of Gulu 
District. The journalists who were conducted around Gulu 
town said there is an atmosphere of calm. They were also 
conducted around by the district commander, Gulu, Major 
Stephen Rwabantu and Captain (Mujimbisi Katabiba). 
They were later briefed by the resident minister in the 
prime ministers office, Mrs Betty Bigombe. 
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‘Substantive Meeting’ on Angola, Namibia Planned 
MB2202092589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0916 
GMT 22 Feb 89 


[Text] Cape Town Feb 22 SAPA—The joint cc aimission 
of Angola, Cuba and South Africa is scheduled to meet in 
Luanda from tomorrow in its first “substantive meeting” 
to discuss progress and problems with the Cuban with- 
drawal from Angola and the implementation of UN Secu- 
rity Council Resolution 435 independence for Namibia. 


A spokesman for the Department of Foreign Affairs today 
confirmed that the South African delegation, headed by 
the director-general, Mr Neil van Heerden, would leave for 
Luanda tomorrow morning where the talks were expected 
to take at least two days. Mr van Heerden will be accom- 
panied by the chief of the SA Defence Force, General 
Jannie Geldenhuys, and the head of the National Intelli- 
gence Service, Dr Neil Barnard. 


No details of the agenda have been releas’_.ci 

recent allegations by Angola that South Afr « \as con- 
travened last year’s peace pact by sending ops i 
back rebel UNITA forces fighting governme:,. A. 
units in southern Angola are likely to feature promi- 
nently. Counter claims that SWAPO is maintaining 
bases south of the 16th parallel, also in contravention of 


the peace agreement, will aiso feature. 


Negotiations for the release of prisoners of war, incluuing 
South Africa's rifleman Johan Papenfus, who wes injured 
and captured during battles last year and is now held 
captive in Cuba, ary also likely to be given prominence. 


The foreign affairs spokesman said the joint commis- 
sion, which first met in New York a few weeks ago to lay 
down ground rules fur its operations, had a wide brief 
and general progress in implementing the peace treaty 
between the three countries would be assessed. 


The commission was at the same time a forum for ironing 
out complaints by any of the three that the treaty's terms 


were being transgressed. 


Court Charges Mandela Club Members with Murder 
MB2102191489 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 21 Feb 89 


(Text] Two of Mrs Winnie Mandela's alleged bodyguards 
and members of the Mandela United Soccer Club 
appeared briefly in the Soweto magistrate’s court today 
on charges of murder abduction, and assault. 


The club’s trainer, Mr Jerry Richardson, and Mr Jabu 
Sithole were not asked to plead. The charges against them 
arise from the alleged abduction of child activist Stompie 
Mokhetsi Seipei and alleged assault on him before he was 
murdered. The were arrested during an early morning raid 


on the Diepkloof home of Mrs Mandela. Two other youths 
who were also taken into custody during the raid had been 
released and will not face charges. Mr Richardson and Mr 
Sithole are in custody. 


* Commentary Urges That ANC Be Unbanned 
34000212a Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English 
15 Jan 89 p 8 


{Commentary: “Unban the ANC So We Can Learn the 
Truth About It”) 


[Text] Is the African National Congress [ANC] a terrorist 
Organisation as perceived by the United States Pentagon 
and U.S. President-elect, George Bush, or is it a iibera- 
tion movement, as perceived by the majority of black 
people and some whites in South Africa. 


This confusion was started by the Pentagon this week 
when it included the ANC in a booklet issued by the 
Lizpartment of Defense called Terrorist Group Profiles. 


The U.S. State Department has, however, dissociated 
itself from this statement, saying it regards the ANC as a 
politically diverse organisation representing a wide range 
of view. 


We find the two conflicting statements from the United 
States very interesting, but certain things worry us. 


Why did Mr Bush quickly endorse the Pentagon findings 
in the light of the fact the Pentagon is well-known for its 
conservative views and its strong links with the Central 
Intelligence Agency, of which he was at one stage director. 


Why was the State Department, which reflects official 
government policy and is in charge of foreign affairs, not 
informed of the investigation of the ANC and not 
notified of the findings. 


We also find it ironic that the booklet was issued to 
coincide with the ANC’s 77th birthday, when the out- 
lawed movement is now fast winning friends from the 
Western countries. 


The ANC has already said it does not regard itself as a 
terrorist movement. We accept this because it falls in 
line with the thinking of the majority of people in the 
country. 


It is a well-known fact in South Africa that black people 
and a section of whites are fighting for a democratic, 
non-racial and undivided country. 


It is also a known fact that the majority of the people in 
the country do rot see the ANC as a terror group, but a 
popular liberation movement that was founded on non- 
violence until it was driven underground by the govern- 
ment after its banning in the early 60s. 
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The South African government has made capital out of 
the Pentagon’s cla.sification of the ANC, quickly bring- 
ing the communists into the fold. 


We South Africans believe that the biggest terrorist is the 
apartheid system. This system has killed unborn and 
voung babies when their mothers weve not provided with 
shelter in mid-winter. 


Under apartheid people are not provided with jobs 
simply because they were born in the rural areas now 
classified by thc government as “independent states”. 


This system has changed good men to bad because it 
does not provide them with equal opportunities to 
compete freely in the market place. This system discrim- 
inates against people because of the colour of their skins. 


It provides different people with different educational 
systems. It is a heretical system. 


We also find it strange that the Pentagon did not classify 
certain other organisations as terrorists—the MNR 
[Mozambique National Resistance] in Mozambique, Dr 
Jonas Savimbi’s Unita [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] movement in Angola, the Con- 
tras in Nicaragua and others that are financially and 
militarily backed by the United States. 


Mr. Bush’s endorsement of the findings will alienate him 
further from the majority of the people. Because of his 
unwise statement, he will find it increasingly difficult in 
his term of office to continue with the policy of construc- 
tive engagement. 


There’s no doubt in the minds of the majority of the 
people that the ANC, like Swapo [South-West African 
People’s Organization] in Namibia, would most likely be 
the next ruling part in this country. 


It is the oldest political movement in Africa. It has been 
led by respectable leaders, some of whom were doctors, 
editors, lawyers and Nobel Peace Price winners. [as 
published] 


It would do South Africa a lot of good if they lift the ban 
on the ANC so that we can judge for ourselves whether it 
is a terrorist Organisation or not. 


As for the State-run SATV, it’s about time it followed the 
cardinal point of journalism, that of giving both sides of 
the story. Its documentary this week on the ANC and 
communists was one-sided and lacked depth. 


Afrikaner Group Announces Proposed State Borders 
MB1602142089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1403 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 16 SAPA—The Stigting Afrika- 
nervryheid [Foundation for Afrikaner Freedom], chaired 
by Professor Carel Boshoff, has announced in Pretoria 
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its proposals for the demarcation of an Afrikaner state, 
SABC radio news reports. The border of the proposed 
state would stretch from Saldanha on the Cape West 
Coast to Sandwich Bay in South-West Africa and then 
southeastwards to Aranos, through the Kalahari Gems- 
bok Park, Kuruman, Barkley-West and Colesberg. The 
southern border would pass through Beaufort West and 
Graaff Reinet. 


Prof Boshoff said the proposals did not represent a final 
plan, and that they were to be discussed in public. 


In the meantime, the Stigting Afrikanervryheid would 
begin feasability studies on agriculture, industry and the 
creation of services such as health and education. 


He said the proposed state included two growth points 
and that it had growth potential. He said that if the pace 
of reform was speeded up, the creation of the Afrikaner 
state would have to be speeded up. 


Prof Boshoff predicted that the state would enjoy more 
international recognition than the republic and that it 
would be politically independent. 


* AWB, CP Alliance Affected by Events 
34000212b Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
4 Jan 89 p 13 


[Article by Patrick Laurence] 


[Text] The dispute between the leader of the Afrikaner 
Weerstandsbeweging, Mr Eugene Terre Blanche, and 
four of his chief lieutenants is but the latest of a trio of 
political shock waves to buffet the ultra-rightist alliance 
between the AWB [Afrikaner Resistance Movement] and 
the Conservative Party (CP) in the past two months. 


It should be seen against the alleged massacre of black 
people in Pretoria !ate last year by a member of the 
AWB and self-proclaimed Wit Wolf, Mr Barend Hen- 
drik Strydom. 


It should be perceived, too, in the context of the controversy 
over the CP-controlled Boksburg Town Council’s decision 
to reinstitute petty apartheid in municipal facilities. 


The conflict within the AWB surfaced at the weekend 
when four members of the AWB Grootraad—Mr Jan 
Groenewald, the AWB deputy leader, Mr Manie Maritz, 
Mr Chris Jooste and Professor Alkmaar Swart—signed a 
letter addressed to the AWB leader, demanding his 
resignation within 24 hours. 


Dismissed Themselves 


Mr Terre Blanche refused to do so, asserting they had 
effectively dismissed themselves by their action. 
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The letter, hand-delivered to Mr Terre Blanche’s Venters- 
dorp home, came after police last week began investiga- 
tions into alleged malicious damage to property against the 
AWB leader after body searching and questioning him at 
the Paardekraal Monument in Krugersdorp. 


The interrogation took place at night. Mr Terre Blanche 
was in the company of Ms Jani Allan, a journalist on the 
SUNDAY TIMES who has won his confidence for her 
“honest” and “objective” reporting on the AWB. 


The gate leading into the monument was damaged. 
According to an eye-witness it had been rammed by a car 
driven by a man accompanied by a woman. Controversy 
over the incident, and speculation over the nature of the 
relationship between Mr Terre Blanche and Ms Allan, 
was the third event to afflict the AWB-CP axis. 


CP leader Mr Andries Treurnicht has consistently 
refused to condemn the AWB, insisting it is a “cultural 
Organisation” and there is nothing inconsistent about 
dual membership of the CP and neo-factist [as pub- 
lished] AWB. 


Established by seven men in a garage in 1973, the AWB 
regards parliamentary democracy as a “British-Jewish” 
invention devised to divide and weaken Afrikanerdom. 
Its emblems and colours, including a swastika-like triple- 
seven set in a white circle against a red background, are 
reminiscent of those popularised by nazism. 


The overlapping membership between the two pro- 
apartheid organisations means their destinies are, to an 
extent, interlocked. 


When AWB member and former policeman Mr Strydom 
allegedly went on a shooting spree in Pretoria on Novem- 
ber 15 which resulted in the cold-blooded murder of 
seven black citizens—he is alleged to have shot another 
black person a week earlier in De Deur—an association 
was forged in the minds of some observers between the 
AWB’s racist ideology and the fanaticism which drove 
the demented killer. 


Mr Terre Blanche, sensing the link was being made, 
reacted strongly. He angrily accused Law and Order 
Minister Mr Adriaan Vlok of placing blame for the 
massacre on “my shoulders”’. 


Interviewed by Ms Allan, Mr Terre Blanche denied the 
AWB was responsible in any way. 


Describing the AWB as an organisation “born out of love 
and concern for our people”’, he said: “If a member of the 
NG Kerk steals a chicken, must the entire church be 
condemned for his action? Yet if a single AWB mem- 
ber—and one who was a member of Minister Viok’s SA 
Police for far longer than he has been a member of the 
AWB—commits a heinous crime, the movement is held 
responsible.” 
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While declaring he would not condone violence, Mr 
Terre Blanche had earlier expressed understanding for 
the “immense frustration” suffered by the gunman 
because of his, the killer’s, perception that “his security 
and all that he holds dear” were threatened. 


He returned to the same theme barely a week after the 
Pretoria massacre. At a mass meeting in Parow he 
challenged Mr Vlok to release details on the number of 
whites murdered or raped by blacks since the abolition of 
influx control. That, he declared, was the perspective 
against which the shootings should be seen. 


The effect of the Pretoria massacre on the AWB and its 
de facto ally, the CP, is difficult to measure. But, at the 
least, it hardened the contention of their foes that they 
are the purveyors of a pernicious ideology calculated to 
inflame racial hatred and, hence, racial violence. 


Less speculative is the impact of the CP decision to 
reinstall petty apartheid at Boksburg’s municipal facili- 
ties. Its action sparked a paralysing boycott of Boks- 
burg’s business centre by black and coloured consumers 
and earned Boksburg international notoriety as a town 
controlled by archaic bigots. 


An opinion poll commissioned by the Afrikaans news- 
paper, RAPPORT, showed if a general election were 
held now CP support in Boksburg would decline by 17 
percent, from some 44 percent at the time of the October 
26 municipal elections to 27 percent. 


Comparatively Moderate 


If an election were held today, the National Party (NP) 
would capture Boksburg by polling a healthy 43 percent 
of the vote to 27 percent for the CP. Rightly or wrongly, 
the NP, which came to power on an apartheid platform 
40 years ago, is seen as moderate compared to the CP. 


Brodertwis within the AWB may prove to be fatal to Mr 
Terre Blanche’s hopes of leading his people to the 
longed-for volksstaat. Internicine warfare within the 
AWB, with Mr Terre Blanche’s “purely professional 
relationship” with the blond Ms Allan serving as a major 
focus of conflict, could presage its destruction. 


The cost of that to the CP is difficult to calculate. But it 
would certainly deprive the CP of its “shock troops”, the 
AWB zealots who have broken up NP meetings and sent 
its leaders scurrying behind razor-wire and cordons of 
armed policemen in ultra-rightist strongholds. 


Security Forces Raid Johannesburg AZAPO Office 
MB1602083 189 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
15 Feb 89 p 4 


[Text] Members of the Security Branch yesterday raided 
the offices of the restricted Azanian People’s Organisa- 
tion in Johannesburg and confiscated several docu- 
ments, including pamphlets dealing with a memorial 
service held in honour of the late Dr Abubaker Asvat. 
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A spokesman for the SAP Public Relations Division in 
Pretoria yesterday said the action was normal police 
routine work which they could not comment on. 


Mr Stephen Peter, who was in the office, told the 
SOWETAN that about 10 plain-clothed policemen came 
into the offices and demanded to see Mr Jackie Hlapo- 
losa and Mr Lusiba Ntloko. 


The two men were not present at the time and the police 
searched the offices, he said, adding, they also asked 
other people in the office to produce their identity books. 


He said that the police took several pamphlets, including 
those dealing with a memorial service held in honour of 
the late Dr Asvat, Azanian Students Movement and 
letterheads of AZAPO and the National Youth Co- 
ordinating Committee. 


The raid comes in the wake of a warrant of arrest which 
was issued by the Rand Supreme Court judge against a 
former senior member of the organisation, Mr George 
Wauchope. 


It also comes after a prominent community leader who 
was a member of AZAPO, Dr Asvat, was killed in his 
surgery in Soweto recently. 


Police Videotape Natal Indian Congress Meeting 
MB1702153189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1356 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] Durban Feb 17 SAPA—Security policemen vid- 
eotaped an entire meeting organised by the Natal Indian 
Congress [NIC] in Durban last night. 


The meeting was addressed by released political prisoner 
Mr Harry Gwala and three people reporting back on 
recent discussions with the banned African National 


Congress. 


About 350 people attended the meeting in Asherville. 
Professor Jerry Coovadia, NIC vice-president, Professor 
Hugh Philpott, director of student support programmes 
at the University of Natal, and Mr Rama Reddy, presi- 
dent of the South African Soccer Federation, spoke 
about their separate visits to the ANC. 


Before the meeting started security policemen told law- 
yers for the NIC that they would be present in terms of 
the Criminal Procedures Act as they thought an offence 
could be committed and might need to gather evidence 
for a criminal investigation. 


They also drew the lawyers’ attention to the emergency 
regulations on subversive statements and the promotion 
of banned organisations. 
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Several speakers teased the security police. Mr Reddy 
said it was the first time he had got on to “TV”, and 
hoped that Dr Louis Luyt and Dr Danie Craven would 
also “feature in videotapes” when they reported back to 
their bodies. 


AZAPO, SAP Collaboration in UDF Raids Cited 
MB1702091889 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0700 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] Evidence by two members of the Azanian People’s 
Organization was given yesterday at the inquest into the 
death of Mathew Goniwe and three other UDF leaders 
from Cradock in 1985. 


The statement written by AZAPO members contained 
allegations on AZAPO and South African Police collab- 
oration in raids on UDF houses in 1985. 


A witness, Mnzindiwe Ndaba, said one evening, six 
policemen brought four men to the Reverend Mok- 
wena’s house and an AZAPO member identified them as 
UDF members from Cradock. The men were assaulted 
and taken away. Two AZAPO men went with them. 
They came back later to say, we have finished them off, 
we have burnt them in the forest. The inquest in Port 
Elizabeth continues. 


Shop, House Attacked in 14 Feb Unrest 
MB1502060789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1307 GMT 15 Feb 89 


{Text} Pretoria Feb 15 SAPA—Herewith the overnight 
unrest report as supplied by the police directorate of 
public relations in Pretoria: 


‘At Molweni (Durban), two youths were arrested after a 
shop was stoned by a group. 


“*At Mpopomeni (Howick), a group of blacks attacked 
and fired a number of shots at a private house. Six men 
were arrested.” 


Bus Stoned 15 Feb 
MB1602055989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0543 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 16 SAPA—Herewith the overnight 
unrest report as supplied by the police directorate of 
public relations in Pretoria: 


“At Edendale (Natal), two women sustained slight inju- 
ries when a bus was stoned.” 


Durban Bus Drivers Work Pending Court Ruling 
MB1702145889 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1300 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] Over 300 bus drivers involved in the city’s bus 
strike have agreed to return to work. The bus drivers made 
this decision today at a meeting at the Durban Transport 
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Management Board offices. This follows yesterday's 
Union meeting with management in which the union said 
it would persuade its drivers to return to work. 


A statement by the union says it would persuade workers 
to work until such time as the court had given a ruling on 
3 March. The dispute is over working hours. The drivers 
have to work a split shift with an unpaid break. Durban’s 
transport system is running at a loss and they can’t afford 
to take on more staff. 


Meanwhile, Durban’s 300,000 commuters have become 
increasingly irritated by the strike and many have been 
left stranded in the evening. 


Study Tallies Current Population at 37 Million 
MB1702145489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1309 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] Johannesburg, Feb 17, SAPA—Shock figures 
by the Department of Health have revealed that South 
Africa’s population, which was generally expected to 
reach 40 million only by the year 2000, has already 
almost reached that figure. 


The present population of South Africa is, according to 
Official estimates, already 37 million. 


By 2020 South Africa will have reached its “carrying 
capacity” in people terms. It will have a population of 80 
million—the maximum it can comfortably provide for in 
terms of its natural resources such as water. 


The figures, which are likely to surprise many demogra- 
phers, were read out by the deputy director-general of 
health, Dr J.H. Schoeman, when he opened a Keep 
South Africa beautiful seminar for health officers in 
Sandton. [passage omitted] 


Trade Surplus Show January Decline 
MB1702144089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1328 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 17 SAPA—South Africa’s trade 
surplus for January this year has shrunk to R535.2 
million compared to R863.3 million for January last 
year, and R1.26 billion for December last year, accord- 
ing to preliminary figures released in Pretoria today. 

for January increased by R270.4 million to 
R3850,3 million from January 1988’s R3589.9 million. 
But imports rose by R598.5 million to R3315.1 million 
from January 1988’s R2716.6 million. 


December last year’s exports amounted to R4506.6 
million while imports totalled R3249.8 million. 
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* Foreign Reserves Unchanged, Debts 
34000212c Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
9 Jan 89 p 15 


[Article by Sven !‘orssman] 


[Text] South Africa’s foreign reserves remained virtually 
unchanged at R4,93 billion in December, despite an out- 
flow of R2,1 billion in debt and related interest payments. 


Dr Gerhard de Kock, governor of the Reserve Bank, said 
at the weekend “it was particularly gratifying we weath- 
ered the debt repayment so well, as it indicates a strong 
performance by the rest of the balance of payments. 
Hopefully, South African can now start building up its 
reserves.” [as published] 


However, the Reserve Bank’s holding of gold and foreign 
exchange is still short of the peak of R7 billion recorded 
in the third quarter of 1987. 


Identifiable debt repayments during December 1988 
consisted of R308 million ($130 million) inside the net 
and R675 million ($286 million) outside the net—a total 
of R983 million. 


In addition, interest payments of about R1,14 billion 
were made. 


14 Feb Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB1402193089 


[Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


‘Fresh Approach’ Needed on Detentions—‘“We accept the 
view of Mr Adriaan Viok, the Minister of Law and 
Order, that the hunger strikes of state of emergency 
detainees have been carefully orchestrated by extrapar- 
liamentary organisations to coincide with the Parliament 
session,” declares an editorial on page 6 of Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 14 February. “Also that the 
strikes are not spontaneous, ‘but carefully planned 
worldwide by these organisations so that they can use 
them for their own purposes’.” “‘We have seen similar 
campaigns launched for other causes—for example, over 
the Sharpeville Six and the detainees who were holed up 
in the U.S. Consulate-General in downtown Johannes- 
burg.” “But we do urge the Minister and the government 
to give urgent consideration to the matter in the broader 
context of the system as such. If, as in other aspects of 
government policy, the government adopted a fresh 
approach to detentions, it would do the country a great 
service. And who knows, it might even be able to remove 
one of the worst stigmas from which South Africa suffers 
in the handling of the emergency.” 
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THE STAR 


Root Out Corryption With ‘Eye of Publicity’—“Intrigu- 
ingly, all sorts of important political developments are 
taking place in the absence (from the public eye, at any 
rate) of President Botha,” begins an editorial on page 12 of 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 13 February. 
“One of them is the decision to look into what can be done 
about the generous take-aways errant MPs and officials 
receive from the government gravy train, whether they are 
pushed off or leave before the shove.” “The Minister of 
Justice, Mr Kobie Coetsee, seems to be giving a lead in this 
regard with the announcement of broader powers for the 
Advocate-General which will enable that official to ‘check 
complaints of prejudicial acts or omissions by authorities’, 
that is public scandals.” “Unhappily, he did not signal any 
intention of lifting the secrecy which surrounds the Adv- 
G’s activities—an equally important requisite. If the will 
to root out corruption is there, why not prove it under the 
eye of publicity?” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Renamo Solution Can Include ‘Constructive’ Help— 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 13 Febru- 
ary says in a page 6 editorial that “having turned down 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha’s idea of an American- 
brokered peace initiative for Mozambique, President 
Joaquim Chissano will be looking for other, quieter ways 
to settle the conflict in his impoverished country. Which- 
ever way he looks at it, the choices are a military defeat 
of the Renamo rebels or a deal which gives Renamo a 
share of government in Mozambique. With the Soviets 
and Cubans reducing their African role, and Robert 
Mugabe’s Zimbabwe already paying more than it can 
afford in men and material to help support the Frelimo 
government, the prospects of eliminating Renamo by 
military means are slim.” “Botha’s weekend meeting 
with Chissano appears to acknowledge SA as a major 
player in helping bring peace to Mozambique. Construc- 
tive assistance is welcomed from third parties, including 
the U.S. If they are to be of real assistance these other 
governments, including Mugabe’s, will help Chissano 
focus on the choices before him and promote the polit- 
ical reconciliation which must precede Mozambique’s 
economic reconstruction.” 


Hunger Strikes ‘Last Weapon of Defenseless’—An edito- 
rial on page 6 of Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 14 February begins: “Hunger strike is the last weapon of 
the defenceless, an appeal to justice in which the hunger 
striker stakes his life on the belief that his oppressor is not 
without conscience. In the case of SA’s authoritarian 
rulers, that is a risky assumption. The first instinct of the 
authorities is not to address the legitimate right of people 
who, convicted of no offence, have been locked away for 
up to three years, to be brought to trial or set free; it is to 
threaten the newspapers that convey their mortal challenge 
to a wider public. It is said that a country gets the 
government it deserves; in SA’s case that cannot be true.” 
“If the public were as callous of human life, and as 
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indifferent to appeals to justice, as the authorities, then 
suppression of the truth would not be necessary. The death 
of several scores of prisoners, of whom Steve Biko and Neil 
Aggett were merely better known than others, has not 
changed the evil character of the system. How many more 
deaths will it take before the decent people of this country 
rebel against the rule of wickedness?” 


BUSINESS DAY 


‘Scandalous’ Civil Service Looting—‘‘Through the fog of 
official obfuscation and secrecy, the extent of the scan- 
dalous looting of the country by the civil service is 
gradually becoming clearer,” points out a second edito- 
rial on page 6 of BUSINESS DAY on 14 February. 
“What is also becoming clear is the persistent untruth- 
fulness of the claims made on behalf of the civil servants. 
The techniques by which civil servants’ renumeration is 
increased are many and sometimes devious—like the 
notorious pension buy-backs, or the system of million- 
aires’ gratuities on retirement—but the basis of them all 
is the pliant that civil servants are poorly paid by 
comparison with the private sector.” ““The need for such 
misleading and untrue justifications for the cost of the 
civil service is perhaps understandable; there is no other 
way to explain the soaring burden of taxes which Presi- 
dent Botha’s regime has put on the shoulders of the 
wealth-producing classes.” ““What is singularly distress- 
ing about this is not simply that the civil service has 
managed to get away with the family silver; it is that it 
has done so under the somnambulent noses of the 
Opposition parties in Parliament. The people who carry 
the prime duty to examine the national accounts, to 
question the political heads of the bureaucracies, and to 
expose the racketeering which is carried on in the name 
of government, have instead devoted themselves utterly 
to repeating 30-year-old ideological arguments. It is time 
they woke up and did some work.” 


SOWETAN 


Lawyers Must Express Views To Prompt Action—“The 
police banned the ‘lawyers protest’ meeting which was to 
be held in Johannesburg last week, at the eleventh hour,” 
notes a page 6 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
English on 13 February. “All other meetings planned to 
protest against detentions throughout South Africa have 
been banned.” “What has struck us with force is the 
stand taken by the lawyers. For despite the banning, 
some 250 people, many of them lawyers, gathered out- 
side the Central Methodist Church where the meeting 
was to be held.” “About 40 lawyers who embarked on a 
two-day fast in solidarity with the detainees on 9 Febru- 
ary said they decided on the action because ‘the South 
African legal system has failed our detainee clients and it 
has failed ourselves as lawyers. It is the law which has 
granted the Minister of Law and Order, Mr Adriaan 
Vlok, the sole discretion to order the indefinite detention 
without trial of fellow South Africans. And it is the law 
which has denied to our courts the opportunity to 


FBIS-AFR-89-034 
22 February 1989 


interfere with this discretion.’ Quite true. But it is only 
when lawyers express such strong views, not only as 
professionals but as South Africans, that those who make 
the laws take notice.” 


Hunger Strike ‘Cause Celebre’ for Politicians—Johan- 
nesburg SOWETAN in English on 14 February observes 
in a page 6 editorial that “the hunger strike by political 
detainees is plainly becoming a cause celebre for politi- 
cians and individuals concerned about detention with- 
out trial.” “It will be very difficult for the government to 
take a more conciliatory position after Mr Vlok deter- 
minedly said his government was not going to be influ- 
enced by political opportunism to release detainees. It 
was a mistake to take such a harsh position because Mr 
Vlok was unwittingly playing straight into the hands of 
those who were out to make a political meal of his 
statement. Mr Vlok has now belatedly agreed to speak to 
the lawyers representing the detainees.” “It will be 
interesting to see how a government without a head of 
state will come to terms with this tragic situation.” 


CAPE TIMES 


State Retains Responsiblity for Huager Strikers—‘‘If any 
of the prison hunger strikers die, the South African 
government will have to shoulder at least part of the 
blame,” warns a page 6 editorial in Cape Town CAPE 
TIMES in English on 10 February. “Some of the detain- 
ees have been held for as long as 32 months, with no 
charge brought against them.” “The government’s most 
immediate responsibility is to save the lives of these 
people. Quite apart from the humanitarian aspect, even 
one death is likely to cause a national and international 
furore that could make the reaction to the martyrdom of 
the IRA detainees pale into insignificance. Adequate 
medical treatment must be provided for all the fasters 
immediately, if this has not been done yet. The second 
responsibility is to remove the reason for South African 
citizens having to resort to such desperate measures, in 
the absence of rule of law. They must be charged in a 
court of law (if the state believes they have committed 
any offence), or released.” 


CAPE TIMES 


De Klerk Must Act on ‘Enlightened’ Rhetoric—Another 
editorial on page 6 of CAPE TIMES on 10 February 
believes “Mr F. W. de Klerk showed an enlightened face 
to Parliament and the country this week in his first 
address to the House as Leader of the National Party. 
His tone was unambiguously verlig [enlightened], if 
somewhat vague in matters of detail. It was a good 
beginning.” “Before too long, we hope, the uncertainty 
surrounding the State Presidency will be removed. Then, 
perhaps, we may look to Mr De Klerk to put flesh on the 
bones of his verligte rhetoric, moving purposefully 
towards negotiation to achieve what he calls a ‘nonracist’ 
South Africa.” 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


BEELD 


Coloreds Important to White-Black Relations—‘*Mr David 
Curry’s view in the House of Representatives that the 
Afrikaner had an obligation to play a reconcilliatory role 
should make us wonder what Providence’s purpose was 
with establishing the Afrikaner on this mostly black con- 
tinent,” claims Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 13 
February in a page 10 editorial. “Mr Curry hopefully will 
bear in mind that the coloreds themselves have a concil- 
liatory role to play. Most of them speak Afrikaans, but as 
a group they have blood ties with every other population 
group in the country, which is why they could be important 
bridge builders between white and black.” 


TIMES OF NAMIBIA 


Free Elections Depend on Free Information Flow— 
“Judging from the storm last week’s TIMES lead story 
headline created in some quarters, the press is going to 
come increasingly under scrutiny and possibly pressure 
as the pre-independence election hots up,” says Wind- 
hoek TIMES OF NAMIBIA in English on 10 February in 
a page 2 editorial. “The ‘sensitive’ headline was ‘Koe- 
voet To Monitor Elections’. This newspaper stands 
firmly for the ushering in of an era of peace and 
democracy.” “But part of that process is informing the 
people of what is going on across as broad a spectrum as 
possible.” ““Namibians have a right to know,” “and no 
one should be above criticism.” “At the same time there 
is a heavy responsibility on the press to check facts, seek 
comment, and act responsibly.” “There has been numer- 
ous and widespread rumors surrounding the notorious 
and controversial Koevoet.” “We can understand that 
the term ‘monitor’ in many minds specifically refers to 
the UN troops.” “But in terms of Koevoet’s official role, 
as part of the police, of ensuring ‘law and order’ this will 
entail monitoring public meetings and much more.” 
“Free and fair elections will to a large extent depend on 
a free and fair flow of information.” 


Press Review for 15 February 
MB1602065389 


[Editorial Report} 
THE CITIZEN 


Little Joy’ Expected from Bush Administration—“The 
messages coming out of Washington suggest that Presi- 
dent George Bush is going to be tougher on South Africa 
than President Reagan was,” comments an editorial on 
page 6 of the Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 
15 February. “That is no surprise to us. We have already 
speculated on more than one occasion that we can expect 
little joy from the new American President. One of the 
first reports was that Mr Bush’s top men were mean and 
lean Texans who were appraising situations in a cold, 
pragmatic manner.” “Now, don’t be confused because 
the new Secretary of State, Mr James Baker, says that the 
Bush administration is against tougher sanctions. It does 
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not mean that Mr Bush is soft-pedalling on South Africa. 
It is just that he is changing America’s tactics to one 
more sophisticated and well engineered. Sanctions 
haven't worked, the U.S. has little influence any more in 
South Africa, the Pretoria Government hasn't backed 
down, and in the eyes of Washington has become more 
repressive. Mr Bush’s answer, it seems, is to use the 
carrot and the stick.” “And now we are going to enter the 
Bush era, when smart-alec Texans are going to try, by 
reward and punishment, to determine South Africa’s 
direction. Perhaps President Bush will learn like his 
predecessors that there is no way in which Uncle Sam is 
going to force South Africa to do its bidding.” 


THE STAR 


Sordid’ Waste of Public Funds—‘It’s the same sordid 
story year after year. Many millions of rands that might 
otherwise be profitably used for taxpayers’ benefit are 
wasted as surely as if tossed on to an enormous bonfire,” 
asserts the Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 15 
February in a page 10 editorial. “The Auditor-General 
has accounted for more than 70 million rands squan- 
dered in 1987/88 in ‘general affairs’ departments alone.” 
“Of course, the private sector is not immune to theft, 
bungling, unauthorized expenditure and accidents. But 
any business failing to try at least to plug leakages would 
follow its money down the drain.” “The general laxity is 
a symptom of a government with money to spend—and 
all too ready to spend it. It is a symptom, too, of a disease 
whose virus filters down from high places” and “a 
corruption stemming from an arrogance that accompa- 
nies long tenure. When government learns to discipline 
itself, it will be able to root out the indiscipline which 
wastes public funds in multimillions.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Privatization Needs Proper Planning—“The disclosure 
of government’s plans to float off more than half of its 
shares in Iscor [South African Iron and Steel Corpora- 
tion} has been—with one qualification—reassuring,” 
states an editorial on page 6 of the Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English of 15 February. “The qualifica- 
tion refers to the suggestion by Privatisation Minister 
Dawie de Villiers that less than half the shares in the 
corporation might be sold. The result, of course, would 
be to negate the entire purpose of privatising the corpo- 
ration. We emphasise the point because privatisation 
achieves nothing—except to give the government 
another cash cow to milk—if it does not transfer control 
from the public sector. The essential point is that market 
considerations, not political or bureaucratic interests, 
should direct the corporation’s activities. A second area 
of concern is whether government will, in the end, be 
merely selling the family silver to pay for current con- 
sumption. Finance Minister Barend du Plessis is on 
record as saying that the proceeds of privatisation will be 
used to retire government debt. That is all very well, just 
so long as government does not incur debt to cover 
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current consumption and then sell off national assets to 
redeem the debt. The cost of servicing the national debt 
should, if there is no cheating, begin to decline.” 


Eariy Election Needed—A second editorial on the same 
page declares: “The sooner the country has zn election 
the better. SA will lack proper political or economic 
direction until the voting is behind us. The NP, under 
the new leadership of F. W. de Klerk, needs to get the 
electoral scrap with the CP behind it. However well or 
badly it turns out for the NP, De Klerk will then have 
five clear years in which to deliver on his promise to set 
SA on a new path.” “And until we have an election, 
government will not re-establish economic control 
through hard but unpopular measures. Nationalists are 
speculating that polling could be on 17 May or 24 May. 
The first is preferable, purely because it is earlier. We 
need an election as soon as possible to stop the country 
drifting, politically and economically.” 


TRANSVALER 


Reaction to Khotso Investigation ‘Prejudiced’—‘Radical 
circles have regularly accused the authorities and police of 
being hesitant to act when leftwing groups are hit by 
terrorism, and of being sympathetic towards the right,” 
says an editorial on page 8 of the Johannesburg TRANS- 
VALER in Afrikaans of 12 February. “Now the police, 
through Minister Adriaan Vlok, have taken the unusual 
step of revealing what their investigations have indicated 
regarding these same terrorist attacks, but the deserved 
appreciation has not been forthcoming. Instead, there has 
been a storm of protest over the revelations about the 
Khotso House explosion. The radicals’ contempt for ‘the 
system’ is well known, but their reaction strikes one as 
notably emotional because the findings are not to their 
liking. Their protests sound like prejudiced hollow noises.” 


New Thinking on Group Areas Act—“There will always 
be problems with all bills governing people’s life direc- 
tion and lifestyle,” notes the 13 February TRANS- 
VALER in a page 12 editorial. ““These bills are in direct 
conflict with the individual’s democratic freedom, but 
the NP scrapped most of them.” “Recently, both Mr 
F.W. de Klerk, the new NP leader, and Mr Chris Heunis, 
the acting state president, announced that there is a new 
conception of the Group Areas Act. This represents 
emphasis of an important shift. It shows readiness to free 
us from certain legislative assurances which became 
tradition in this country.” A stage was reached either 
“where law enforcement became essential or where that 
new conception over group protection be tested. It seems 
the government has chosen the second option, which 
does not mean group assurance has been put aside. 
Rather, a more suitable way is being sought with less 
demographic racial prescriptions.” “The intention 
should be welcomed. This goal cannct be achieved with 
magic, but with diligent work toward a solution.” 
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Winnie Embarrasses ANC, UDF—The 14 February 
TRANSVALER asserts in a page 10 editorial: “Unless 
there is a dramatic development, Mrs Winnie Mandela 
has become an embarrassment for the ANC, the UDF 
and supporters of the revolutionary movement, which 
can only effect their own credibility. There are indica- 
tions that even her husband, Mr Nelson Mandela, is 
uncomfortable with their official tie.” 


Cautious Appreciation for U.S. Stand—‘South Africa 
takes note, with cautious appreciation, of the declaration 
by President George Bush and his secretary of state, Mr 
James Baker, that they do not believe in comprehensive 
sanctions,” states a second editorial on the same page. 
“One can only hope that Congress allows them to prac- 
tice this qualified reasonableness.” 


DIE BURGER 


CP Policy Impractical—“ Judging by their reaction, Con- 
servative Party supporters do not understand the wide- 
spread indignation ovez certain CP councils’ decision to 
reintroduce rigid apartheid,” notes a page 14 editorial in 
the Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 12 
February. “CP partition policies and their dream of a 
white homeland is their way of escaping from reality, 
and the party continues to pretend partition is practica- 
ble. However, should the CP ever find itself in a position 
to carry out thai policy, the present hullabaloo about its 
return to pett) »partheid will seem like child’s play in 
comparison. Mo change of tone or style, as Dr Treurnicht 
proposes, wi'l «wer make CP policy practical.” 


BEELD 


U.S. Report on ANC ‘Sarprising’—‘“‘It is surprising that 
the U.S. Defense Department's report on terrorism gives 
so much attention to the ANC,” says a page 8 editorial of 
the Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 13 February. 
“For years the United States has accused South Africa of 
not being prepared to negotiate with the ANC. What is 
more, ANC leaders are given friendly welcomes in that 
country—Oliver Tambo, for example, recently called on 
Secretary of State George Shultz. Such treatment 
enhances the prestige of the ANC, and makes it easy for 
the organization to obtain funds and dangerous weap- 
ons. Is one to assume that the United States will now 
treat the ANC differently? We doubt it, because the U.S. 
has never placed any restrictions on the organization.” 
“While we welcome the fact that superpowers are begin- 
ning to see the ANC for what it is, it does not help if the 
governments of countries like the United States and 
Britain contradict their own statements with good will 
gestures toward this terrorist organization.” 


Press Review for 16 February 
MB1602203089 


[Editorial report} 
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THE CITIZEN 


RSA Deserves Better Treatment—‘Isn’t it amazing? The 
West is seeking friendlier relations with Iran again yet is 
increasingly isolating and punishing South Africa,” 
states the editorial on page 6 of the Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English on 16 February. “Iran has fought a 
9-year war with Iraq in which 1.5 million people were 
killed or wounded.” After the cease-fire was reached, the 
United States, Britain and other western powers began 
moving toward a reconciliation with Iran. “However, 
during and since the Gulf War, Iran has done terrible 
things and if any country deserves to be isolated and 
punished, it is Iran.” “Yet South Africa is regarded as a 
country that has to be isolated like a mad dog. With all 
our faults, and Heaven knows we have many, we are not 
like Iran—and other countries are even far worse than 
Iran. It’s time the Western world realised this, got off our 
backs, and left us to solve our problems ourselves.” 


THE STAR 


Charge or Release Detainees—“With some detainees 
now ir. their 24th day of hunger strike, and the number 
of strikers up to 300 nationwide, the better news is that 
the government is giving the protest the serious attention 
it deserves,” notes the Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 16 February in a page 10 editorial. “Both 
symbolically and in practical terms, this visible concern 
makes a welcome change from the dismissive official 
responses of the past. The hunger strike is anything but a 
propaganda stunt. It is real. It is an emptive issue as 
explosive as a neutron bomb—and potentially as danger- 
ous to all sides.” ““Thus all but the wildest fanatics will be 
pleased that the lawyers emerged from their talks with 
Mr Vlok evidently satisfied that they had made some 
progress and that the Minister was very seriously con- 
sidering each striker’s case.” “About 1,000 persons are 
being held without trial, some for the last 2 and half 
years. Perhaps the Government will rethink this cruel 
method of neutralising its opponents. But it has created 
an enormous dilemma for itself. It appears politically 
impossible for it to be seen to yield to detainees’ 
demands. In the interests of the lives of the detainees, 
this short-term political reality needs to be grasped. On 
the other hand, the government must finally understand 
that, in the interests of civilisation itself, it must release 
all detainees, or bring to trial those against whom it has 
valid charges.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


‘Tight Budget’ Warning Serious—‘For a Finance Minis- 
ter to talk in advance of his Budget is, to say the least, 
unusual. For Barend du Plessis to tell the world to expect 
a tight budget is more than unusual; it is an indication of 
extraordinary tensions in the economic management of 
the country,” warns the Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English on 16 February in a page 6 editorial. “Nothing 
less can explain the fact that Reserve Bank Governor 
Gerhard de Kock joined the ‘‘inance Minister in warning 
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of the need for sound fiscal policy to support the efforts 
of the monetary authorities to manage the international 
debt crisis. The warnings are not new but this time, it is 
safe to assume, they are being directed at the remaining 
members of the Cabinet, and at the senior civil servants 
whose view is apparently that tax revenues spout from 
the ground like fountains.” “The double-barrelled blast 
from Du Plessis and De Kock is, one assumes, intended 
to avert another Gadarene rush to disaster. Whether they 
can possibly succeed is hard to say.” “However, if the 
combined weight of De Kock and Du Plessis cannot 
restrain government from spending itself, and the coun- 
try, into perdition, then we are beyond redemption.” 


SOWETAN 


Black Parents Involvement in Education—We are con- 
stantly concerned about the thousands of students who 
failed last year and in previous years, says the Johannes- 
burg SOWETAN in English on 16 “ebruary in a page 6 
editorial. “In the end, we believe it is the responsibility 
of all South Africans to give this our total and combined 
attention. It would, in the first place be necessary for 
black parents to start the action.” “While it is the state’s 
responsibility to deal with education, it seems to us the 
best route for the future would be to involve black 
parents closely in education. The type of sacrifices made 
by hard-working parents to get their children an educa- 
tion, is noble and should be saluted.” 


CAPE TIMES 


‘Wretched Detention System’ Dilemma for Government— 
“The hunger strike by 300 emergency detainess is con- 
fronting the minister of law and order with a consider- 
able dilemma,” asserts the Cape Town CAPE TIMES in 
English on 14 February in a page 10 editorial. “Yet Mr. 
Viok and his cabinet colleagues will find it pretty well 
impossible politically to yield to demands that they 
release the detainees, in present circumstances, certainly. 
It is not only that the right wing political constituency 
would accuse the government of caving in under pres- 
sure. If Mr Viok appeared to capitulate on account of a 
hunger strike, his wretched detention system would soon 
be unworkable, with each new wave of detentions trig- 
gering a renewed hunger strike to death.” “In this 
situation the government is unwise to threaten the news- 
papers with prosecution for doing their job. There is no 
way that the death of a detainee can be kept hidden from 
the public. And if such deaths are to reported out of the 
blue and without explanation, the effect will be devas- 
tating. The villain of the piece is the unjust and oppres- 
sive detention system. And the only solution is to step up 
the emphasis on negotiation—rather than relying on 
detention and the use of force to keep the peace.” 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


DIE BURGER 


CP Policy in ‘Fix'—“The more the CP is confronted 
about its policy, the deeper it sinks into a fix. When CP 
leader Dr Andries Treurnicht was driven into a tight 
corner, he conceded that the CP would use ‘White’ 
money to create facilities for non-Whites, but declined to 
say much about the wide economic implications of the 
CP’s separate development policy,” states the Cape 
Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 14 February in a 
page 10 editorial. “In the debate on the mini-budget in 
parliament yesterday afternoon, Deputy Finance Minis- 
ter Dr Org Marais asked questions which again revealed 
the joke of the CP policy. Because of the fact that the 
Coloreds and Indians are vehemently opposed to own 
homelands, the CP has to explain what the cost would be 
and whose money it would use. Where would the CP get 
the money to develop these homelands and what burden 
would it put on the taxpayer?” “In his words, Dr Marais 
says the CP’s political policy cannot stand economically. 
It is built on quicksand.” 


SWAPO’s Promises Could Help Nambia—“SWAPO’'s 
undertaking that it would refrain from violence during 
the elections comes at a time when the southwestern 
African peace plan is beset with stumbling blocks,” says 
another editorial on the same page. If SWAPO keeps its 
promises, it could help facilitate the smooth running of 
the election. The UN peacekeeping force is responsible 
for seeing to it that SWAPO stops its violence and 
intimidation. “If SWAPO violates these conditions the 
peacekeeping force should act in a manner which dem- 
onstrates the UN's impartiality.” 


BEELD 


Limit on State Spending Needed—“‘In South Africa, as in 
all western countries, there is a link between the political 
and economic agendas of governments,” notes the Johan- 
nesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 15 Feburary in a page 10 
editorial. “The budget should be presented on 15 March, 
but may be postponed if a general election is called in the 
first half of the year. If the economy were the only 
consideration, the government would already have 
announced an election date.” Things are going well, 
“unfortunately the time has come for a downward cycle 
which, according to the Minister of Finance, has already 
begun. There is concern, however, that the Government 
will be tempted to drag out what remains of the prosperity 
farther than ought to be the case. This could mean that 
later in the year stronger medicine will have to be pre- 
scribed to cool the economy.” “Instead, interest rates 
should already be allowed to find their own market levels, 
and limits placed on state spending. Riding the crest of the 
present wave of prosperity to the fullest will not do.” 


Dos Santos Sends Message to Robert Mugabe 
MB1802202689 Luanda ANGOP in French 1940 GMT 
18 Feb 89 


[Text] Harare, 18 Feb (ANGOP)}—In Harare on 17 
February, Afonso van Dunem, MPLA-Labor Party Cen- 
tral Committee secretary for foreign affairs, delivered a 
message to Zimbabwean President Robert Gabriel 
Mugabe from Jose Eduardo dos Santos, his Angolan 


counterpart. 


It has been disclosed that the message focuses on the latest 
developments in southern Africa in light of the recent 
racist South African Army raid on Angolan territory. 


Afonso van Dunem is in the Zimbabwean capital, where 
he attended the International Socialist conference held 
15-16 February in solidarity with the Frontline states 
and the southern African liberation movements. 


UNITA Reports Huila, Lunda Offensives 
MB1902064289 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0500 GMT 19 Feb 89 


[Text] Jamba military sources report UNITA armed 
forces stormed Vila Real, Huilah Province, on 12 Feb- 
ruary, killing five soldiers of the corrupt Luanda regime 
after | hour of intense fire. A wounded FAPLA soldier 
found on the battlefield was given medical treatment and 
then freed by UNITA forces. FALA forces also captured 
8 weapons, 80 assorted shells, and a large quantity of 
ammunition, as well as basic commodities. 


Another four FAPLA soldier were killed in Lunda Prov- 
ince when UNITA forces attacked an enemy military 
unit in (Balanhama), 3 km east of (?Cafuxe). The enemy 
fled in disarrary, and our forces captured a large quantity 
of Soviet-made war materiel. 


* UNITA Launches Student 
34420037b Lisbon O DIABO in Portuguese 
10 Jan 89 p 8 


[Text] An Angolan student organization named National 
Revolutionary Union of Students of Free Angola, 
UREAL, has just been launched, according to a state- 
ment made by its chairman, Estevao Pedro Kachingo, at 
a press conference held last week in Lisbon. Its main 
objective is to assure a revitalization of the country’s 
culture and technology when peace returns. 


UREAL was founded by 135 Angolan students living in 
areas controlled by UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] or residing abroad, par- 
ticularly in Portugal, France, FRG, and Ivory Coast, at a 
constituent assembly held in Jamba at the end of the 
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year, from 26 to 30 December. Moreover, as long as the 
civil war lasts, Jamba will be the official headquarters of 
this student organization with delegations in various 
capitals, including Lisbon. 


Estevao Pedro Kachingo, who is studying geological 
engineering at the University of Aveiro and who is being 
accompanied by some of his managerial colleagues, 
emphasized that the fact that UREAL is being fully 
backed by UNITA in no way implies that the new 
organization is being converted into an instrument of 
political militancy of the movement headed by Jonas 
Savimbi: “It is open to all Angolan students who pro- 
mote the ideals of peace, liberty, and democracy.” 


Kachingo declared that UREAL is counting on cooper- 
ating with all academic organizations or, generally speak- 
ing, with all youth organizations; he appealed for the 
cooperation of all such entities existing in our country. 
He expressed the opinion that Portuguese cooperation is 
particularly essential inasmuch as the Angolan culture 
“is being wounded by Latin American influence,” which 
should be interpreted as “Cuban influence.” 


UREAL’s program is particularly directed toward the 
awarding of study ips “for which,” Estevao 
Kachingo said, “there will be no financial difficulties.” 
in this regard, he pointed out that it is not just a question 
of awarding study scholarships but, basically, of orient- 
ing the recipients in accordance with their vocations and 
Angola’s needs, contrary to what has been done in the 
past. “Once the war is finished,” observed UREAL’s 
chairman, “Angola will particularly need doctors, agri- 
cultural specialists, and teachers.” 


One of the questions asked during the press conference 
concerned the expression “revolutionary” in the name of 
the new organization. Smiling, Estevao Kachingo put 
anyone at ease who might have doubts along this line: 


“For us, revolution does not mean subversion. It means 
change, radical change. At the conclusion of these 13 


tragic years, what Angola needs is a radical change.” 


It should be particularly noted that more than once 
Kachingo expressed the opinion that Angola is approach- 
ing the time of peace and that all Angolans should be 
reconciled. 


Alcides Sakala, UNITA’s principal representative in 
Lisbon, will be the key figure in relations with the newly 
created UREAL. 


* Van Dunem Urges More Dialogue With Portugal 
34420043a Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
14 Jan 89 p 8 


[Text] On Monday the leading Portuguese diplomat, 
Joao de Deus Pinheiro, met with the Angolan justice 
minister, Franca van Dunem, and with the vice minister 
of foreign affairs, Venancio de Moura, at an intimate 


FBIS-AFR-89-034 
22 February 1989 


luncheon held in the French capital. Although both sides 
avoided disclosing the topics discussed, Minister Van 
Dunem assured EXPRESSO | that he had reaffirmed his 
government's interest in the economic development and 
recovery plan proposed by Lisbon. 


Admitting that there are, in fact, better relations between 
the two countries, the Angolan minister stressed that 
when he was ambassador in Lisbon he had commented 
on several occasions that, “The same tongue is spoken, 
but not the same language.” He added: “Since that time 
we have begun speaking the same language, and this has 
facilitated relations, something very important in view 
of the bonds linking the two countries.” 


In an interview with EXPRESSO, Van Dunem also 
claimed that there is a desire for “more dialogue,” and 
“more openness in Luanda toward cooperation in all 
areas with Portugal” which, he claimed, “has a leading 
role to play.” The Angolan justice minister did not 
preclude the possibility that this cooperation might 
extend to the military area, emphasizing that it would 
begin “with logistical matters,” and that “a very large 
area” is involved; however, he showed an awareness that 
this type of cooperation is not devoid of criticism. 
Van Dunem also stressed that “the fact that a country 
cooperates in the military training of another doesn’t 
necessarily imply that it is preparing it for a war.” 
‘Portuguese Opinion Is Important’ 

In the realm of the international assistance that Luanda 
might receive from Lisbon, Van Dunem remarked: “‘It is 
no coincidence that the United States is attempting to 
learn Portugal's opinion.” The Angolan minister noted: 
“Its opinion is important because of the fact that it was a 
former colonial power and maintained a relationship with 
Angola at all costs”. He added: “While Portuguese opinion 
is not decisive it could, for example, help to open the doors 
of the IMF and the World Bank to Angola.” 


When questioned about Portugal's financial limitations, 
Van Dunem made a point of stressing that Lisbon's word 
“as a guarantor” of international agreements could be 
extremely important “to both sides” (the parties to the 
agreement). However, some sources close to the Portu- 
guese delegation did not deny that, during Joao de Deus 
Pinheiro’s meeting with the Angolan justice minister, 
mention was made of the possibility that Lisbon diplo- 
matic representatives might, under certain circum- 
stances, cooperate with those of Luanda in the future, 
especially on matters of an economic nature, possibly 
with the participation of the African Development Bank. 


* Army Company Revolts Against Cuban Garrison 
34420043b Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
14 Jan 89 p 1 


[Text] An Angolan Army company stationed at the 
Funda military base on the outskirts of Luanda revolted 
on 30 December against the respective Cuban military 
garrison after an FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the 
Liberation of Angola] soldier was killed by Cuban special 
marksmen. 
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This may have been the last incident of its kind before 
the shipping out from the Funda military base of the first 
contingent of Cuban troops last Monday, in accordance 
with the tripartite agreement signed in New York. 


The Angolan soldier who was killed, having spent 10 
years in military service on the battlefronts of Kuando 
Kubango, suffered from mental disorders which had 
been the cause of various incidents involving firearms. 
After psychiatric observation, he had returned to his 
unit, stationed in Funda. 


On 30 December, he suddenly appeared in a training 
zone and began shooting without any apparent target. A 
group of Cuban special marksmen was then assigned to 
bring him down; the base commander, an Angolan 
colonel, reportedly did not participate in the decision. 


Following the soldier's death, the company to which he 
belonged rebelled, taking a group of strategic positions 
around the base and claiming to be ready to confront the 
Cubans. The situation was resolved only with the direct 
intervention of high-ranking FAPLA officers, who had 
meanwhile arrived by helicopter when all the other Ango- 
lan companies had already been disarmed by the Cubans. 


* Donors Discuss Lobito Corridor Rehabilitation 
34420046 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
27 Jan 80 p 1 


[Text] Concern about security dominates the technical 
conference of the donors to the Lobito Corridor project, 
which began yesterday in Luanda, with representatives 
from the Common Market, Canada, Finland, Switzer- 
land, the World Bank, and the European Investment 
Bank participating. In parallel with this meeting, meet- 
ings also began yesterday, in Luanda, of the permanent 
committee of experts of the SADCC [South African 
Development Coordination Conference]. 


The donors’ technical conference, scheduled to last for 2 
days, aims at the production of $572 million for the 
financing over the next 10 years of the Lobito Corridor, 
paralyzed for more than a decade by UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] sabotage. 


The reconstruction and rehabilitation project for the 

railroad line and the port of Lobito was pre- 
sented by the SADCC, which also started the meeting of 
its permanent committee of experts yesterday. 


More than 900 people are in Luanda to attend these 
meetings, which were preceded by a meeting of the 
coordinators of the various SADCC sectors, including 
Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Swa- 
ziland, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 


The Benguela railway line, 1348 km long, connects the 
Atlantic ports of Bengucla and Lobito to Zambia and 
Zaire. 
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“The Benguela railway is always going to be the most 
economic way to connect the central zone of Southern 
Africa with the Atlantic coast,” said the Belgian ambas- 
sador to Angola, Guido Courtois. 


An agreement in principal regarding the Benguela rail- 
way was reached in April 1987 by the presidents of 
Angola, Mozambique, Zaire, and Zambia. This agree- 
ment was seen as a decisive step along the road to the 
economic liberation of the countries of southern and 
central Africa from South Africa’s intentions to keep the 
countries of the region dependent upon its transporta- 
tion system. 


Exports of copper and cobalt produced in the mining 
region of Shaba, in southern Zaire and in the mining belt 
of northern Zambia are presently, for the most part, 
going through South African ports; this creates elevated 
foreign debt, which renders the copper exports less 
profitable. 


The rehabilitation and development program for the 
Limpopo Corridor, slated to take 10 years, is one of the 
priority objectives of the SADCC. 


The railway, built by British engineers at the beginning 
of the century, belongs to the Generale de Belgique 
Company, but the Angolan Government is seeking to 
become the major shareholder. 


Last year, Angola made several contacts with interna- 
tional financing agencies in attempt to attract invest- 
ments in the corridor rehabilitation. 


The peace agreements signed in December between 
Angola, Cuba, and South Africa have produced new 
hope that, with international financing, the reconstruc- 
tion of the corridor, once profitable, can begin soon. 


Meanwhile, diplomatic sources feel that the donors will 
hesitate to invest in the project while UNITA actions 
continue. 


Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda said on Monday in 
Lusaka that Zaire might become a member of the 
SADCC if existing frontier problems between the two 
countries are resolved. 


The Zambian head of state added that, if the question is 
resolved during the current discussions, President 
Mobutu Sese Seko might be invited to visit Zambia, thus 
initiating the process through which his country would 
be integrated into the SADCC. 


Kaunda made these statements during the banquet held 
for the members of the soccer teams of the two countries, 
who had faced each other on Sunday in Lusaka in the 
first step toward qualification for the 1990 World Cup 
matches. 
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The Zambian president revealed that the idea of Zaire’s 
becoming a member of the SADCC was suggested by 
former Tanzanian President Julius Nyerere. 


He expressed his satisfaction regarding the significant 
work carried out by both countries, and appealed to the 
members of both representative groups to exert even 
greater efforts in resolving the border dispute in order to 
strengthen relations. 


* Petrogal To Study Oil 
34420038c Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
14 Jan 89 p 6E 


[Text] As early as January, Petrogal will send a technical 
team to Angola to analyze the possibility of the firm’s 
participating in the study of the construction of a lubri- 
cating oil refinery in that African country. 


The study of the project is being made in connection 
with SADCC (South African Development Coordination 
Conference), the economic cooperation organization of 
the southern African countries. The refinery, like the one 
that Petrogal owns in Matosinhos, involves an invest- 
ment amounting to hundreds of millions of dollars. 


It should be noted that, in June of last year, Petrogal 
signed a contract with Sonangol [National Angolan Fuel 
Company], under which the Portuguese public enter- 
prise would supply Angola with all the basic oil necessary 
for the local market, as well as all the finished lubricants 
and additives. This contract runs for 3 years and repre- 
sents for Petrogal nearly $12 million (1.8 million contos) 
annually in exports; it also includes technical assistance 
services and training of personnel for production of 
lubricants, the distribution of fuels and lubricants, and 
operations for supplies to aircraft at Angolan airports. 


Currently under negotiation, meanwhile, is Petrogal’s 
participation in on-shore prospecting in Cabinda, in a 
consortiuim headed by BP [Bank of Portugal]. The 
Portuguese public enterprise has already been involved 
in off-shore prospecting in the same region since 1983, in 
the so-called Bloc 1, in a consortium headed by AGIP 
{Italian Petroleum Enterprise], in which it holds a 15- 
percent share. During the past 5 years Petrogal has 
invested nearly 6 million contos in this, and viable 
reserves have already been identified; production tests 
will be started during the first half of this year. 


* Bank Consortium To Finance Lomaum Dam 
34420038b Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
14 Jan 89 p 6E 


[Text] The Portuguese Bank of the Atlantic (BPA) and 
the General Deposit Bank (CGD) will head a banking 
consortium currently being established, intended to pro- 
vide financial backing for Phase B of the reconstruction 
on the Lomaum dam in southern Angola, as EXPRESSO 
was told by a source close to the process. 
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The loan sought by Angola amounts to nearly $37 
million (5.3 million contos), and the banking consortium 
will include, in addition to the above banks, another 4 or 
$ Portuguese institutions out of a total of 10 entities 
contacted by those 2 banks. 


It should be recalled that, in 1987, a similar operation 
was undertaken, headed by the Pinto & Sotto Mayor 
Bank (BPSM), in conjunction with the National Devel- 
opment Bank (BFN), the Fonsecas & Burnay Bank 
(BFB), and CGD. The amount of the loan granted at the 
start of the Lomaum projects was $10 million (approxi- 
mately 1.4 million contos). 


Also in the final preparatory phase is the signing of the 
agreement to renegotiate Angola's debts to Portuguese 
banks relating to 1986. The BFN is heading the process, 
and the total amount is about $27 million (3.9 million 


The possible formalization of this contract and of the 
agreement for rescaling the 1986 debt will be included on 
the agenda for talks with the Angolan finance minister, 


the State Secretariat of Energy noted: “In 1987 and 1988 
the oil supplies constituted the mainstay of the economic 


relations between and Portugal; therefore, the 
reinforcement of this will be translated into greater 
mutual benefits.” 


The national banks accepted as positive the agreed 
formula which is, in fact, a device already used by other 
countries in their relations with Angola, specifically, 
Spain and Brazil. However, the management council of 
Petrogal, the company responsible for implementing the 
agreement in association with Sonangol [National Ango- 
lan Fuel Company], told EXPRESSO that it was not yet 
in a position to make any statement regarding the 
agreement, since its negotiation was not yet complete. 
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Lack of Capacity 


Sources linked to the area admit that “the supply of twice 
the amount currently being imported will not be compat- 
ible with the Portuguese company’s refining structure and 
capacity; furthermore, the 3-year period set for the dura- 
tion of the contract is beneficial for the banks but, in view 
of the evolution of the oil market, does not ensure stable 
results for Petrogal.” One of the aforementioned sources 
added: “The addition of another 10,000 barrels per year 
will not be very peaceful.” 


As for the possible risks to be assumed by Petrogal in an 
agreement between states which, according to the same 
observers, does not appear ially advan 

a source from the State Secretariat of Energy claimed: 
“The form of the contract has not yet been decided, but 
it will surely include flexibility clauses and will see to it 
that the mechanisms do not put the company’s compet- 
itiveness at risk.” 


In 1989 Petrogal will implement a program ‘o eliminate 
the excess pure refining capacity existing in its facilities. 
The rated capacity is currently about 14.5 million tons, 
but the domestic market absorbs only 8 million; hence, 
the Cabo Ruivo refinery will have to be deactivated 
within a period of from 3 to 4 years. 


Re-export of the surplus Angolan oil, either refined or 
crude, to other countries is one of the options for 
Petrogal, as well as the channeling of the crude to the 
domestic market in the event that the agreement mate- 
rializes. The supply (10,000 barrels per year) received 
under the terms of the contract currently in effect, which 
was signed in 1987 and renewed for | year in mid-19388, 
was refined in Sines and consumed in Portugal. Previ- 
ously, the Angolan oil supply had been processed 
promptly, without being based on any trade-off systems. 


Comoros 


* Japan Gives Aid for Development 
34190111 Victoria SEYCHELLES NATION in French 
27 Jan 89 p 3 


[Text] The Comoros Government will benefit from a 
Japanese gift valued at 6 million Fr intended to develop 
the agricultural sector through the purchase of pharma- 
ceutical products and farming equipment. The agree- 
ment was signed Thursay in Moroni by the Comoran 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Said Kafe, and the Japanese 
ambassador to the Comoro; (residing in Antananarivo) 
Yoichi Yamaguchi. Following France, Japan is the sec- 
ond-largest trading partner of the Comoros. 


Mozambique 


Chissano Holds News Conference in Harare 
MB1702115189 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] Harare hosted the Socialist International confer- 
ence on southern Africa for 2 days. The meeting was 
attended by the party leaders of four southern African 
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countries, the leaders of southern African liberation 
movements, and the leaders of parties in the Socialist 
International. The motto of the conference was, quote, 
from rhetoric to action, unquote, and its objective was to 
confirm unity and solidarity among Socialist Interna- 
tional, the Frontline States, and the liberation move- 
ments in southern Africa. 


Frelimo Party Chairman Joaquim Alberto Chissano, Tan- 
zania’s Chama Cha Mapinduzi Chairman Julius Nyerere, 
Zambie’s UNIP [United National Independence Party] 
Chairman Kenneth Kaunda, Zimbabwe's ZANU-PF 
Chairman Robert Mugabe, Botswana's BDP [Botswana 
Democratic Party] Chairman Quett Masire, and ANC 
President Oliver Tambo met with other African Socialist 


minister, and Wim Kok, joint chairman of the Harare 
conference who is also the leader of the Dutch Labor Party 
and [words indistinct], were worthy of note. 


The Harare conference centered on the latest develop- 
ments in southern Africa and the common strategy in the 
struggle against apartheid. At the end of the conference 
on ie February, the main leacers to the conference gave 
a news conference with international j Presi- 
deut Joaquim Chissano was asked about talks to resolve 
Mozambique’s armed banditry in light of recent South 
African proposals: 


{Begin Chissano recording in English fading into Portu- 
guese translation] I have been asked about talks by 
several people, which may lead one to assume that in 
southern Africa we oppose dialogue and favor violence. 
However, we must be very clear about when we are 
forced to take up weapons to fight and abotu when we 


can stop using weapons. 


We have tried to clarify this issue in various contexts, 
(?notably) with regard to dialogue to end apartheid. We 
must have very clear indications about the wiliingness to 
achieve concrete results or, in other words, the elimina- 


tion of apartheid. 


Reform is not enough. There is a need to create a united 
and democratic South Africa. If we receive indications 
that this may be achieved through dialogue, we can 
consider it. However, we have dialogue. One dialogue 
concerns violence in a certain Frontline State. We may 
consider dialogue toward ending this conflict if condi- 
tions are right. 


We need to clarify all these points. We do not love war. 
We do not like violence. We use violence when we are 
forced to do so. This conference supports the struggle in 
South Africa and Namibia and praises our victories so 
far. However, we alwz discuss other ways to pressure 
South Africa into changing its policies. [end recording] 
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Chissano Receives Guinea-Bissau Message 
MB1802200089 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 (GMT 18 Feb 89 


[Text] Marcelino Lima, Guinea-Bissau President Joao 
Bernardo Vieira’s envoy, arrived in Maputo today with a 
message for President Joaquim Alberto Chissano. Speak- 
ing to Radio Mozambique, Marcelino Lima, who is a 
secretary of state in the Guinea-Bissau Foreign Ministry, 
said the message fits within the framework of regular 
contacts among the five Poruguese-speaking African 
countries. Marcelino Lima also disclosed that the mes- 
sage points out favorable changes taking place in south- 
ern Africa. 


Mocumbi Departs for Swazi Visit, OAU Meeting 
MB1802065289 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] Mozambican Foreign Minister Pascoal Mocumbi 
left Maputo for Addis Ababa, Ethiopia this morning to 
attend an OAU ministerial meeting. The Mozambican 
minister told reporter Fernando Canana shortly before 
his departure that the Addis Ababa meeting involves 
OAU administrative issues, including a review o/ the 
organization’s work in this field. He said the routine 
meeting includes discussing the OAU’s contributions to 
Namibia's independence within the framework c* the 
recently signed New York agreements. 


Dr Pascoal Mocumbi is also expected to pay a working 
visit to the neighboring country of Swaziland. 


[Beyin Mocumbi recording] Swaziland is a neighboring 
country with which we maintain good relations. Swazi- 
land's foreign minister visited our country last year, and, 
as such, my visit is within the framework of strengthen- 
ing friendly and fraternal relations that traditionally 
bind our two countries. I will have an opportunity to 
exchange views with my Swazi counterpart on regional 
political issues. [end recording] 


* Gaza Governor Praises _— Production 
34420039d Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
7 Jan 89 p 3 


[Text] The governor of Gaza Province, Francisco Pate- 
guana, has described that province's results in agri 
tural production as good, emphasizing that in relation to 
the goals, the fulfillment rate was 94 percent in the case 
of rice production, 139 percent in the case of cotton 
production, and 137 percent in the case of cashew 
gathering. He was speaking to members of the provincial 
government and party at a ceremony marking the end of 
1988. The ceremony was held at the government palace 
in Xai-Xai. 
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The results achieved were not better than they were 
because of a combination of negative factors: specifically 
a lack of rain during the early part of the agricultural 
season, flooding, and wornout equipment, all of which 
caused the loss of thousands of hectares of plowed or 
sown land. 


In the face of those adversities, the provincial govern- 
ment provided a fund for helping the family and coop- 
erative sectors complete their plowing and sowing, an 
action which helped increase the amount of sown land 
during the second part of the season. 


Francisco Pateguana praised the state-owned and pri- 
vate firms for the help they had provided to the econom- 
ically most disadvantaged peasants and expressed the 
hope that a greater effort would be made to find solu- 
tions to all the problems which are being encountered by 
the inhabitants, particularly in the rural zones, and 
which are being made worse by prolonged drought and 
activities by the armed bandits. 


Discussing the politicomilitary situation, the governor of 
Gaza said that last year, it was characterized by a climate 
of instability resulting from the criminal onslaughts by 
the armed bandits, who attacked the administrative 
centers of the districts in Guija and, very recently, the 
town of Chibuto and other places in the province. 
During those attacks, they kidnapped several hundred 
defenseless people, including children. 


He also said that several social and economic infrastruc- 
tures had been closed or destroyed, namely, schools, 
health stations, stores, and vehicles, and that tens of 
thousands of people had been forced to live as refugees. 


In the course of last year, the province took in over 3,700 
Mozambicans being repatriated from the neighboring 
countries to which they had fled to escape the murderous 
wave perpetrated by the armed bandits. To minimize the 
suffering of those people, and with the help of the 
international community, the provincial government 
provided food products, means and factors of produc- 
tion, building materials, household items, and other 
kinds of assistance. 


In response to the criminal actions of the armed bandits, 
the Defense and Security Forces stationed in the prov- 
ince engaged in major pursuit operations and inflicted 
heavy casualties on the enemy. Various camps being 
used by the armed bandits were destroyed, and thou- 
sands of citizens being forced to live with the bandits 
were freed. 


Parallel with the operations carried out by the Mozam- 
' bique Armed Forces, and in accordance with the Law on 
Amnesty and Pardon, 185 armed bandits abandoned 
their life of crime to start a wholesome and free life with 
their relatives. 
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“Like the free and independent citizens we are, we 
exercise power by participating in the creation of objec- 
tive conditions for the well-being of the entire popula- 
tion of the province, we contribute resources and ideas to 
our defense throughout the territory of the province, and 
we take up defense as being the duty of all citizens 
residing in Gaza,’ Governor Franciso Pateguana also 
pointed out. 


According to that leader, the activities carried out last 
year were the result of work achieved through man’s 
capacity for imagination in the struggle to give concrete 
expression to the deepest yearnings of the inhabitants, 
which are peace and the well-being of all. 


Pateguana also said that new battles were in sight for 
1989, particularly since this is the year in which one of 
the most noble events in our country’s history will occur: 
the Fifth Congress. He said that ever-increasing enlist- 
ment by the population in the struggle against armed 
banditry and underdevelopment was imperative. The 
governor of Gaza Province also said: ““We must redouble 
our efforts to increase the production of goods and 
services for the population.” 


* France Aids Displaced Families in Chokwe 
34420039c Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
17 Jan 89 p 3 


[Text] More than 3,000 families, most of them war refu- 
gees living in Chokwe, Massavasse, and Macarretane in 
Gaza Province, are receiving aid from a project of the Aid 
and Cooperation Fund (FAC), an institution of the French 
Government which has already made more than 6 million 
French francs (about 630,000 contos) available. 


That project, which is linked to the Unit for the Coor- 
dination and Direction of Agricultural Enterprises in the 
Chokwe district, is providing assistance for those fami- 
lies through three agrarian centers located in the zones in 
question. Each center is headed by an agrarian techni- 
cian and has a sizable staff of guidance personnel. 


Information provided to our reporters indicates that last 
year alone, the three mills set up in those regions ground 
over 500 metric tons of corn intended for the families in 
question. 


According to Hubert de Mill, who is charge of finances and 
coordination for the project, the latter is being financed by 
the French Government, which has already provided over 
6 million French francs. It is estimated that 3,500 hectares 
have been set aside for the 3,000 families, which have been 
receiving assistance for 18 months. 


Support by the FAC also consists of supplying equip- 
ment and teaching improved production methods. Our 
source explained that last year, the project concerned 
itself with studying the problems affecting the family 
sector. Also last year, the FAC distributed 350 animal- 
drawn carts to an equal number of families. 
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Hubert de Mill said that construction work on an irriga- 
tion system to benefit 50 families in the arid zones is at 
an advanced stage. In this first phase, the irrigation 
system will cover 25 hectares. 


A pumping station will be installed to pump the water to 
those arid zones. 


Our source also explained that the project has vast areas 
for demonstrating production methods. These cover 
everything from fertilizer application, plant density, 
transplanting, and irrigation [text missing]. 


Meanwhile, the private sector in the Chilembene Admin- 
istrative Post has helped the family sector with plowing 
and provided seed for an area of 350 hectares. 


According to Ivone da Conceicao, the sector is experi- 
encing serious difficulties, among them the lack of an 
agrarian center, sprayers, and tractor-drawn carts and 
the late arrival of some chemicals. 


* Lower Incomati Rehabilitation Described 
3442004 1c Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
18 Jan 89 p 3 


[Article by Antonio Sitoe] 


[Text] A project for repairing and maintaining the irri- 
gation system, rehabilitating economic and social infra- 
structures, and supporting agricultural activities in the 
Lower Incomati region is currently underway in the 
Marracuene and Manhica districts of Maputo Province. 
Covering a total area of over 4,000 hectares—2,000 
hectares in each district—the undertaking will be of 
substantial benefit to the private, cooperative, and fam- 
ily sectors. Its cost is estimated at $4.8 million, with 
financing being provided by the Italian Government 
through the FAI (Italian Aid Fund). 


Extending along the Incomati Valley, the region known 
as the Lower Incomati, which covers basically the terri- 
tories of Marracuene and Manhica, was once an excel- 
lent producer of rice, bananas, and various kinds of farm 
produce and is a potential supplier of those products to 
the city of Maputo. Certainly a great many people still 
remember the trucks, most of them belonging to Chinese 
farmers, which once inundated the markets of the capital 
city with their loads of bananas and various kinds of 
farm produce. 


However, the precipitate abandonment of the country by 
most of those producers during the first years of inde- 
pendence, the floods, and then the destabilizing activi- 
ties of the armed bandits contributed decisively to the 
abandonment and consequent deterioration of irrigation 
systems and other economic and social infrastructures in 
existence at the time. 
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In the economic directives of the Third Congress, the 
Incomati Valley, and particularly the Lower Incomati, 
was one of the focuses of attention, hence the establish- 
ment of the State Secretariat for the Accelerated Devel- 
opment of the Incomati and Limpopo Valleys. 


But adverse factors, especially the activities of the armed 
bandits, prevented the region from experiencing its 
intended development. It was because of this that the 
State Secretariat for Agricultural Water Resources 
(SEHA) decided in 1986 to rehabilitate the region’s 
agriculture with $4.8 million in financing from the 
Italian Government. 


Project Identification 


The project is designed to cover a total of over 4,000 
hectares, but in its first phase, it comprises less than half 
the planned area in the two districts. 


Even that phase is behind schedule, since it was sup- 
posed to be completed in September 1988, according to 
Rodrigo Ramalho, director of the SEHA project. He says 
that among other reasons, the delay is due to the situa- 
tion of war existing in the area, especially in Palmeira in 
the Manhica zone, where part of the undertaking is 
located. 


According to that source at the SEHA, however, the fact 
that completion of the first part of the project has been 
delayed until March of this year will make it possible to 
renegotiate the second part, which includes, among other 
things, identification of the undertaking and its exten- 
sion to other areas as well as completion and consolida- 
tion of the work already done. 


Commenting on the project’s future economic and social 
impact on the region, Rodrigo Ramalho said that in 
addition to the objectives already mentioned, the project 
would make it possible above all to halt the flow of 
migration to the city. He also said that in its final phase, 
the project would include the supplying of equipment, 
tractors, and farm implements as well as means of 
transportation for agricultural marketing. 


Progress of Work 


In the Marracuene region, where our reporters had the 
opportunity to visit the worksites, work is currently in 
full swing, with the workers [text illegible] on the con- 
structon of seven water pumping stations, the comple- 
tion of protective dikes, and the opening of drainage and 
irrigation ditches. The work is being done by the Tecno- 
mecanica enterprise. 


Under construction at the same time in the town of 
Marracuene is a facility which, according to Vitorino 
Baule, the man in charge of the work, will house a number 
of support structures for the warehousing of materials. 
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According to Rodrigo Ramalho, the work has progressed 
further in Manhica, and contrary to the situation in 
Marracuene, where there is practically no participation by 
the inhabitants—many ordinary people even think the 
land is going to be used for something else after rehabili- 
tation—iocal peasants are helping to clear the land. Here 
the work has been made the responsibility of the CREL 
(Limpopo Irrigation System Construction Enterprise). 


It should be pointed out that the overall project is being 
supervised and monitored by the Italian firm of Bonifica. 


* Plans To Help Displaced Persons in Marromeu 
34420041b Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
20 Jan 89 p 3 


[Article by Goncalves Gauth] 


[Text] 3eira—A number of measures aimed at improving 
the living conditions of persons displaced by the war, freed 
from captivity at the hands of the armed bandits, a * 
suffering from drought—whose number, at least as of ie 
end of December last year, was estimated at 12,000—are 
being implemented by the district government of Marro- 
meu in Sofala Province. That is what reporters at our Beira 
office have learned from Martins Joao Semo, second 
secretary of the Party Committee and district military 
commander in that region of the country. 


The actions in question, which consist of distributing 
land for farming activity and building houses, were 
described by our interviewee as being one of the local 
government’s efforts to reduce dependence on the dona- 
tions that are made by national and foreign organiza- 
tions as a humanitarian gesture aimed at alleviating the 
suffering of inhabitants living in an emergency situation. 


Our interlocutor said that in addition to efforts to 
reincorporate those citizens into normal life, the Depart- 
ment for the Prevention and Struggle Against Natural 
Disasters (DPCCN) in Sofala has been contacted with a 
view to acquiring more seed for the current agricultural 
season, since the quantities received have already proven 
inadequate. 


Concerning production tools (hoes and machetes), the 
district military commander of Marromeu deplored that 
fact that there have not been enough of them for every- 
One in recent times, the reason being that more people 
fleeing the bandits turn up every day. 


From Plague of Rats to Excessive Rain 


During a tour of the district in question, reporters from 
our Beira office were able to see what was left of a few 
crops that had been devastated by a plague of rats, which 
still exists. The situation is causing much worry by many 
people concerning this season, and some have already 
concluded that the yield from the areas under cultivation 
will be below the original estimates. 
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At the refugee center in Sacasse, which is inhabited 
mainly by people from the Cheringoma district, also in 
Sofala Province, our reporter was told that if the govern- 
ment does not get more seed for the second part of the 
season, this is going to be a year of famine for many of 
those displaced persons. 


A peasant named Fernando Tomocene Nhangue said 
that if there had not been such heavy rainfall in the 
district last year, he would have had not only enough for 
his own consumption but also some to sell in the 
marketing campaign. 


Discussing the plague of rats that is devastating that 
region of Sofala Province, Nhangue said the rodents had 
almost destroyed his entire farm, which is about | 
hectare in size. He also deplored the excessive rainfall in 
the early part of this month, which left crops in the 
low-lying areas under water. 


That peasant, who lives in the Marromeu district but came 
from Inhaminga in the Cheringoma district, said he was 
not doing farmwork because it was his original occupation. 
In his words, “I am a railroad machine fitter, and farming 
was just something I did in addition to my regular job. 
Now I am in farming because I have no alternative. Since 
1985, which was when I moved to this district, I haven't 
known what it is like to receive money.” 


Famine Imminent 


The Marromeu district, which has an area of 5,810 
square km and an estimated population of 45,900 
according to the census of 1980, may be faced with 
serious food problems this year even though the local 
government is taking steps to minimize the effects of the 


tragedy hanging over that region. 


Data provided to our reporters indicate that the situa- 
tion of famine may become worse, since the the number 
one problem is that of access to Marromeu. The fact is 
that under present conditions, the district can be sup- 
plied only by river or by air, since the road and railroad 
systems have been inoperative for years due to activities 
by the armed bandits. 


Although river transportation is the most suitable 
because of the quantities that can be carried at one time, 
the problem is the lack of boats. As a result, the inhab- 
itants of that zone must place their hopes solely in 
helicopters and Dakota aircraft, whose capacity for car- 
rying foodstuffs to the area is inadequate. 


It is important to emphasize that in addition to displaced 
persons from the Cheringoma district and localities in 
the area itself, the Marromeu district is also a place of 
refuge for people from the southern part of Zambezia 
Province, who can find minimum conditions of security 
in that sugar-producing town. 
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OJM Building Houses 


At least 72 houses are scheduled for completion by the 
second half of this February near the center for war 
refugees from the Cata and Marromeu districts and 
refugees repatriated from Zimbabwe and Malawi. The 
center is located in the Dondo district in the vicinity of 
the city of Beira. 


That activity, in which a fixed brigade of 40 young 
people selected from among the most outstanding indi- 
viduals in all activities in that district of Sofala Province 
iS participating, is part of a supplementary plan by the 
Mozambique Youth Organization (OJM) in honor of the 
top meeting by the Frelimo Party. 


Artur Magalhaes, provincial organizing secretary of that 
young people’s organization in Sofala, said that other 
activities intended as a salute to that event were taking 
place in every part of the province, but regretted that he 
could not provide specific information owing to the 
problems with the means of communication. “Many 
things are being done, but we do not learn of them at the 
proper time,” he said. 


The project in question, known as “Lightning,” is 
described by that official as being one of the OJM’s 
greatest dreams, since it is being carried out in difficult 
conditions “but always yields positive results.” He says the 
brigade is encountering major problems with transporta- 
tion in its efforts to cut and transport the necessary poles. 


A mobile brigade made up of young soldiers is also 
participating in the work, which began last November 
and is intended to improve the living conditions being 
faced by dozens of widows in that refugee center. 


* Local Radios Capture Market 
34420041a Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
18 Jan 89 p 3 


[Text] A shipment of Xirico brand radio receivers valued 
at $364,000 (approximately 234.78 million meticals) left 
for Bulgaria last Monday as the first shipment of radios 
to be exported to that European country this year. The 
second shipment, worth an estimated $596,000, will be 
made in February or March. 


According to Orlando Antonio, sales manager at the 
state-owned enterprise Electrical Appliance Industries 
(Indel), this marks the first export of that kind of 
equipment to the European continent, and its sale in 
Bulgaria follows approval of the receiver's sound quality 
based on tests at a local specialized institute. 


Our source said that a number of countries have been 
expressing an interest in acquiring radios produced in 
our country, notable examples being the intentions 
expressed by Tanzania, Angola, Zambia, and Uganda. 
Radios have already been sent to the first three countries 
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on a trial basis. Angola has negotiated a contract for the 
export of 130,000 units, while Tanzania has bought 
$195,650 worth of the radios. 


Speaking specifically of Angola, a country with which 
delivery dates are being negotiated, our source said that 
although the shipment of radios to Bulgaria is preceding 
the contract with Angola, there is still an inventory worth 
approximately 70,000 rands, and that is enough to cover 
the first shipment to Angola as soon as the latter requests 
delivery. 


According to the sales manager at Indel, the Tanzanian 
desire can be satisfied, and all indications are that it will 
be, considering that a delegation from that country 
visited Maputo very recently to contact the Ministry of 
Trade and expressed an interest in our exporting Xirico 
radios to that country. 


Our source also noted that the annual production capac- 
ity [text missing] units, is under a strain because of the 
plan and existing exports, since the contracts that have 
been signed call for the sale of 190,000 units this year 
alone. 


He said, however, that despite that situation, the pro- 
duction plan for this year and the radios still in inventory 
mean that Indel is in a position to supply that quantity of 
radios while also selling a small number on the domestic 
market. In that connection, he said the enterprise had 
sold 70,000 radios on the domestic market in 1988 alone 
and that this year, it is expected that only 10,000 units 
will be produced for the domestic market. 


Production Will Soon Reach 1 Million 


The production of Xirico radio receivers may pass the 
1-million mark this year, considering that the enterprise 
has already produced 933,000 units since its establish- 
ment 9 years ago. 


According to forecasts, the figure of 1 million may be 
reached within the next few months if no technical 
problems arise to affect the enterprise’s normal opera- 
tions. If everything goes according to plan, the figure of 
1 million radios may be reached before the end of the 
first half of this year. 


At the same time, Indel is currently concerned with 
finding alternatives to all its radio models, a circum- 
stance which has led to diversified contacts with partners 
in various countries with a view to ensuring financing, 
making any changes of a technical nature which may be 
necessary at the Maputo factory, and providing voca- 
tional training. 


Xirico-Festa Brand To Continue 


In the case of record players, Indel considers it useful to 
continue assembling the Xirico-Festa brand, especially 
for the domestic market. 
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As a result, the production pla for that brand of record 
player calls for assembling 10,000 units this year, 
although alternatives are also being sought for producing 
a type of record player that can also benefit less advan- 
taged communities. According to Orlando Antonio, 
Studies are underway with a view to producing record 
players that will be usable in rural communities because 
they will also operate on batteries instead of requiring 
power from electric lines. 


Namibia 


4 Parties Form ‘United Democratic Front’ 
MB2002170289 Windhoek TIMES OF NAMIBIA 
in English 17 Feb 89 p 5 


[Text] The planned United Democratic Front in Nami- 
bia finally got off the ground this week, but with only 
four of the 10 parties who originally sat down together. 
They are the Damara Council, Labour Party, the Origi- 
nal Peoples’ Party of Mr T. Soroseb and Mr Rudolf 
Ngondo’s Namibia National Independence party. 


The Interressengemeinschaft [Interessengemeinschaft 
Deautschprachiger Sudewester—Organization of Ger- 
man-Speaking Southernwesterners] [IG], has attached 
itself to this particular front, but apparently only in an 
“observer role.” 


Left out in the cold is colourful and controversial poli- 
tician Barney Barnes’ United Party. 


According to TIMES’ sources, Labour party leader Reg- 
gie Diergaardt put an ultimatum to Garoeb, saying in 
essence, “it’s either us or them (the Barnes group).” 


The TIMES was the first to reveal the secret talks 
surrounding the proposed formation of a Namibian 
UDF, which started shortly after an t was 
signed between Angola, Cuba and South Africa in New 
York, clearing the way for Namibia to move towards 
independence in terms of UN Res 435. 


Ten political parties were in at the start of the talks in 
December, but ly a long-standing bitterness 
between SWANU-P [South-West African National 
Union-Progressives] of Mr Vekuui Rukoro resulted in a 
split two weeks ago. 


TIMES sources said different ideas on the role and 
future of second tier authorities was also an issue which 
provoked sharp differences among participating parties. 


Five parties, SWANU-P, Mr Albert Krohne’s Namibia 
Independence | Party, the Ipeiegeng Dem- 
ocratic Party, the Mmbabatho Peoples’ party and Volk- 
sparty, then banded together to resurrect the Namibia 
National Front (NNF). 
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A press release this week, signed by the leaders of the 
UDF parties (including the IG), says the front will be 
officially launched at the Khomasdal Community Hall 
on February 25. 


The formation of a Namibian UDF, a name highly 
regarded in South Africa progressive circles because of 
its high profile anti-apartheid stand in South Africa, 
brings the number of electoral fronts to six so far. 


They are the NNF, the UDF, the DTA/SWAPO-D 
[Democratic Turnhale Alliance/South-West African 
People’s organization-Democratic], the Second National 
Namibian Convention (SNNC) of Kaptein Hans Dier- 
gaardt and the National Patriotic Front (NPF) of Mr 
Moses Katjiuongua and Mr Eben van Zijl. 


Mr Andreas Shipanga’s SWAPO-D is busy hammering 
out a working electoral relationship with DTA, accord- 
ing to reports over the weekend. 


At the same time there is speculation in informed circles 
that certain elements in the DTA would like to see the 
alliance merge into one party, rather than remaining an 
alliance of predominantly ethnic-based political parties. 


The Mbanderu Council has thrown in its lot with 
SWAPO, who have also received the backing of the 
powerful Mineworkers’ Union of Namibia (MUN) and 
the Namibia National Students’ Organisation (NANSO). 


At this stage it appears as if Mr Peter Kalangula’s CDA 
{Christian Democratic Action] and Mr Hans Rohr’s 
NCDP [National Christian Democratic Party], which 
did surprisingly well in the 1978 elections, are “going it 
alone.” 


Apparently, neither have decided yet whether to throw 
in their weight with other political fronts or parties. 


According to well-placed TIMES’ sources, Mr Kalangula, 
in particular, is receiving numerous offers. 


Political observers were quick to point out this week that 
the forming and breaking up of fronts, let alone parties, 
would probably continue in the run-up to pre-indepen- 
dence elections, scheduled for November |. 


Swaziland 


Mozambique’s Mocumbi Meets Diamini, Mamba 
MB1702173789 Mbabane Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Text] The minister for foreign affairs, Senator George 
Mamba, says the abolition of apartheid in South Africa 
will help strengthen and enhance efforts to attain lasting 
peace in southern Africa, which is significant for the 
region’s economic development. Senator Mamba was 
reacting to Mozambique’s Foreign Minister Dr Pascoal 
Mocumbi’s remark made at the foreign affairs ministry 
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in Mbabane today. Dr Mocumbi, who has arrived on a 
brief visit, his first since he took office, said the improve- 
ment of the security situation in his country is vital to the 
acceleration of economic and friendly ties between 
Mozambique and Swaziland. 


Dr Mocumbi said his visit to Swaziland is in line with 
Mozambique’s policy of goodneighborliness and the 
achievement of lasting peace in southern Africa. Dr 
Mocumbi also conferred with Prime Minister Sotsha 
Diamini this afternoon, and pointed out that his visit’s 
aim is to maintain the strong ties of friendship existing 
between Swaziland and Mozambique. The Mozambican 
foreign minister was also expected to tour Swazi Can and 
the National Museum. 


Prime Minister to Attend Hirohito Funeral 
MB2002175089 Mbabane Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 20 Feb 89 


[Text] The prime minister, Mr Sotsha Dlamini, will 
leave the country tomorrow for Japan, where he will 
represent His Majesty King Mswati III at the funeral of 
the country’s emperor, Hirohito. The Japanese emperor 
will be buried on Friday. The prime minister’s entourage 
include the minister for justice, Senator Reginald 
Diadla, and five other officials. Emperor Hirohito 
passed away a month ago after a long illness. 


Zambia 


Kaunda Returns from Harare Conference 
MB1602201689 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] President Kaunda today paid tribute to the Social- 
ist International for its moral and material support to the 
Frontline States. Speaking in Harare before departure 
for home, Comrade Kaunda said he was hopeful that 
others would take the example. 


The president was expanding on an agreement reached 
by the delegates to the conference that creditor nations 
should turn their loans into grants, or reschedule (?soft) 
loans so that they could be repaid over a long period. The 
conference estimated that Frontline States had lost over 
$30 billion to economic sabotage. 


The president, meantime, arrived home this afternoon 
for a warm welcome. He was met at the airport on arrival 
by Party Secretary General Grey Zulu; Premier Kebby 
Musokotwane; secretary of state for defense and secu- 
rity; and other top party and government officials. 


Zimbabwe 


Mugabe Rejects RSA Stand on War Planes 
MB2002122089 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
20 Feb 89 p 5 


[Text] Harare—President Mugabe yesterday said he 
would not be dictated to by South Africa over the 
purchase of new fighter aircraft for the Zimbabwean Air 
Force. 
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Thumping the lectern at a meeting in Masvingo, Mr 
Mugabe said recent warnings by Pretoria concerning 
Zimbabwe's plans to build a new complex for sophisti- 
cated aircraft would not deter his government from 
going ahead. 


Earlier this month, SA Deputy Defence Minister Mr 
Wynand Breytenbach said South Africa would take the 
necessary steps if Zimbabwe acquired advanced war- 
planes. 


He said the acquisition of MiG 29 planes or British 
Harriers by Zimbabwe would increase the level of ten- 
sion between the two countries. 


Editorial Criticizes Move Against Editor 
MB1702111089 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 10 Feb 89 p 1 


[Editorial] 


{Text] It is a tragedy for Zimbabwe, and Zimbabwe 
Newspapers, that an editor who fulfilled his professional 
duty has fallen foul of those whose conceptions of 
professionalism and duty are of a lower order. 


Mr Geoffrey Nyarota can, however, hold his head up 
high while lesser men, some of whom have been caught 
up on contemptible misuse of authority and sordid 
corruption, do not now have either a reputation to lose 
or a character to be impugned 


The courageous professionalism of the CHRONICLE, 
which first exposed the Willowgate scandal, and by 
tenaciously pursuing the story forced a judicial enquiry, 
is in the highest standard of press service to the public. 


Mr Nyarota and his team, despite the ill-advised actions 
of government, can congratulate themselves on being 
personally responsible for the CHRONICLE’s finest 
hour. That is an accolade that no clumsy political expe- 
diency can ever remove. 


Mr Nyarota, “promoted” to group public relations 
officer, joins Mr Henry Muradzikwa on the top floor of 
Herald House in Harare. Mr Muradzikwa, it will be 
remembered, was first sacked, then also “promoted”, 
from the SUNDAY MAIL to the Zimbabwe Newspa- 
pers’ head office. His sin was writing the truth about 
Zimbabwe students in Cuba. 


The leading members of ZANU (PF) and government, 
who have been discussing the Willowgate coverage in the 
CHRONICLE and Mr Nyarota, may be congratulating 
themselves on solving what they perceived as an intoler- 
able problem. What they have either failed to appreciate, 
or chose to ignore, was the effect of their actions on 
Zimbabwe's reputation outside our borders. 
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Do these men behind the scenes responsible for giving 
Minister Witness Mangwende his orders really think that 
those who are interested in Zimbabwe's progress as a 
new nation will accept specious arguments that this 
country “cannot afford investigative journalism”? Do 
they not realise that the CHRONICLE’S exposure of 
possible corruption in high places enhanced Zimbabwe’s 
reputation as a nation that was willing to face up to its 
shortcomings? Do they not have any conception of the 
damage they have caused by publicly intimidating the 
country’s daily and Sunday newspapers? 


At least some of our Members of Parliament are aware of 
the distressing precedent that has now been set. 


Mr Byron Hove, who led the discussion Mr Nyarota in 
the [words indistinct] tomorrow it is you.’ Mr Nzaraye- 
bani said: *Information is vital for a developing nation. 
If our newspapers and editors are victimised—what are 
we coming to? Government has set a naive and bad 
precedent.“ 


Mr Malunga recalled his contribution on press freedom 
during the debate on the Presidential Speech. He said 
that he did not know at the time that the Minister of 
Information was working on a “plan which was designed 
to emasculate the press... It appears to me, Comrade 
Speaker, that government has resorted to a sledge- 
hammer policy, where they will pounce on anyone they 
think is vocal, where anybody who, despite being con- 
structive in his criticism, will have to be silent. 


Mr Bhebe said the House could not “accept this kind of 
action’, while Mr Zworwadza commented: “The period 
we are entering is that of the victimisation of small fish 
whilst the big fish go scot free.” 


The Acting Minister of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary 
Affairs, Mr Mubako, was perhaps speaking with his 
tongue unintentionally in his cheek when he said: “One 
should not complain when glasnost is followed by 
perestroika.” Glasnost means openness, and perestroika 
restructuring. 


The Members of Parliament showed during the debate 
that they were well aware of the value of the CHRONI- 
CLE’s exposure of wrongdoirig. 
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This is more than can be said for Minister Mangwende, 
who having posed a few weeks ago as the hammer of the 
press, now takes shelter behind illogical arguments about 
maintaining press freedom, but not permitting investi- 
gative journalism. Having threatened to restructure the 
Mass Media newspapers, clearly in response to the 
CHRONICLE’s Willowgate coverage, he now would 
have us believe that he did not order, or influence, Mr 
Nyarota’s change of position. It was merely a manage- 
ment decision, he claims. 


The public will have their own views on the veracity of 
his statements. 


While the MPs showed a sensitivity for the real implica- 
tions of the Nyarota affairs, the government and ZANU 
(PF) on the other hand, have shown how abysmally out 
of touch they are with those they were elected to serve. 


The CHRONICLE .... ; serving the legitimate concern of 
the people at the widespread rumours of a scandal 
concerning the allocation of vehicles from Willowvale. 
This concern will not disappear because Mr Nyarota has 
been transferred into a public relations position. 


There is also a contradiction in government policy. A 
judicial enquiry was instituted largely as a result of news 
stories in the CHRONICLE, yet before the enquiry has 
made its report the editor responsible for the original 
exposures is relieved of his post. Who is prejudging whom? 


The government has made a colossal blunder, jeopardis- 
ing the greater reputation Zimbabwe has for press free- 
dom for the lesser advantage of a cover-up for certain 
sensitive reputations. There is little hope of any reversal 
of Mr Nyarota’s dismissal as editor of the CHRONICLE, 
nor of other changes in the Zimbabwe Newspapers’ 
structure that we understand are in the pipeline. Gov- 
ernments do not admit they make mistakes, even when 
they are obvious to everyone else. 


But, when next a politician castigates the press of dam- 
aging the country’s reputation, or aiding Zimbabwe's 
enemies who take every opportunity to denigrate us, let 
him pause and remember that the government does 
pretty well in this regard itself. 


Government Threatens To Cancel University Year 
AB2102141789 Paris AFP in French 0955 GMT 
21 Feb 89 


[Text] Cotonou, 22 Feb (AFP)—The Beninese authori- 
ties have threatened to cancel the 1988-89 university 
academic year if the students fail to resume classes this 
week, it was learned from reliable sources today in 
Cotonou. The Abomey University [word indistinct], 
some 20 km outside Cotonou, has been paralyzed since 
17 January by a strike undertaken by the students 
following the nonpayment of their scholarships. They are 
also demanding an increase in the number of buses that 
transport them to and from the campus. 


Last week the government paid 2 of the 4 months of 
scholarship arrears that it owes the students for 1988. A 
monthly scholarship stands at 22,500 CFA francs and 
there are 8,930 students on scholarship at the Cotonou 
University. However, the Beninese authorities find it 
extremely difficult to pay the salaries of civil servants and 
other state employees because its coffers are empty. The 
1989 budget has still not been voted on and January 
—~ on have remained unpaid as February is coming to an 
end. 


These delays caused great discontent in the Beninese 
civil service at the end of January 1989. In order to 
reduce the tension, President Mathieu Kerekou on 24 
January ordered the civil servants to be paid their 
salaries for 2 months out of the 4 months owed for the 


year [passage indistinct). 


Key Witness Testifies at Treason Trial 
AB2102103889 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
0615 GMT 21 Feb 89 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] The long awaited appear- 
ance before the court of defense witness Alexis Babalao 
took place yesterday. The appearance of this witness, the 
only person who realy took part in all the events, was 
requested by the defense. But before his appearance, 
eight other witnesses appeared in court. Most of them, 
however, made no new revelations. 


The ninth witness, as I have just said, spent the rest of 
the day at the bar. Asked to say what he knew about the 
accusations leveled against the accused, the answer of the 
9th witness of the day and the 21st of this trial case, 
Captain Alexis Babalao, lasted for | hour and 10 min- 
utes. He related all the events to the smallest detail. First 
of all, in his introduction, he said that he was not the 
person by whom scandal was avoided. The scandal, he 
continued, came about through the Libyan diplomat, 
(Moustapha Abouceta), and the Mauritanian marabout, 
Cheick Ahmed Kadi Youba. He was enlisted in the plot 
by Captain Gomina when he arrived in Cotonou on a 
mission. He spoke about his more or less passive stand, 
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about how he had insisted on explaining that the enter- 
prise was hazardous, and lastly, about his intention to 
inform the interior minister about the affair. In all, from 
Sunday, 19 July to Monday, 20 July 1988, he took part in 
three meetings. The first, as Captains Gomina and 
Abdouramane had said, was devoted to the drafting of 
the proclamation, which was to be handed to him in his 
capacity as a political Army officer. This first meeting 
was also devoted to the conception of the action plan. 
[passage indistinct]. This force was based solely on the 
power of a marabout. 


After this first meeting, which was held at the small State 
House, he managed to inform the interior minister 
before the holding of the second meeting. This he did on 
two occasions. The second meeting, he said, which was 
held at Cheick Youba’s, was attended by (Abouceta), 
who gave them a third pistol so that Youba, the mar- 
about, could play an active part. The witness, Alexis 
Babalao, stressed that after this second meeting, there 
was no question of Gomina and himself implementing 


the project. 


During the third meeting, the two men made clear to 
Capt Abdouramane the hazardous nature of this project, 
which they thought should definitely be dropped. With 
Gomina’s consent, he went to the minister of interior’s 
house late in the night, after this third meeting, to 
confirm the hatching of this plot, which he had already 
reported on two occasions. ;‘inally, he said that this trial 
is also a trial on the recourse to marabouts. [passage 
omitted] 


* Nation Pins Hope on Seme Oil Project 
34190088c Cotonou EHUZU in French 
18 Jan 89 pp 6-7 


{Article by Innocent Lawson: “Seme Oil Project: What 
Hope for Benin in 1989”"] 


[Text] The visit to the Seme oilfield platforms by four 
ministers from the “ad hoc ministerial committee for 
petroleum affairs” on 24 December 1988 (see EHUZU 
No 3355 of 26 December 1988) showed the visitors the 
immensity of the tasks now under way, the problems the 
Seme oil project is facing, its potential, and workers’ 
concerns. 


Between now and the end of January, the technicians 
settling down to their work at platform P-2, “Sedneth- 
Luanda.” will be in a position to judge the profitability 
of the well they are drilling (it goes to a depth of some 
3,250 meters below the sea floor) as well as the quantity 
of crude oil they can draw from that “region” of sandy 
silicone... All that is no easy task. However, the Seme oil 
project is building on the exploration data put together 
by the former Saga Petroleum, the Norwegian company 
which signed a service contract with the Beninese Gov- 
ernment in 1979 and worked on the project from 1982 to 
1988. It has taken more than 35 billion CFA francs in 
export credits and a Beninese contribution in excess of 
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10 percent of the total investment to get the project 
where it is today. The investment required might have 
been twice as much if Saga itself had not made use of 
prospecting plans drawn up by Union Oii of California, 
whose exploratory work was done prior to 1970. 


Hope and Perseverance 


In the years since the early days of oil exploration in 
Benin—starting with Union Oil of California in 1964, 
followed by Shell International between 1971 and 1979, 
Saga Petroleum’s prospecting from 1982 to 1985, and 
the unfortunate experience with Panoco, which only 
worked for | year (1986) on the project—the various 
drillings have led to wells that produce at different rates. 
However, none of them to date has produced more than 
1,500 barrels per day. In any event, national production 
from the three working wells on platforms 1, 2, and 3 
peaks at 4,500 barrels per day. But there is still hope, in 
the opinion of the Beninese workers who took over 
management of the project from the time Panoco left in 
1986 until the arrival of Ashland Exploration Benin, 
Inc., an American contract-awarding company that came 
on board on | June 1988. 


But any hope of finding promising wells, the kind that 
hold great reserves, depends on continued exploration. 
And the Beninese workers, it can be said, have that kind 
of persistence, for they have survived difficult working 
conditions that taught them early on how to adapt to the 
unique conditions of offshore oil operations; they have 
been able to handle positions of greater and greater 
responsibility efficiently, and have become increasingly 
capable technicians. 


Unfortunately, the production results achieved have not 
yielded the expected financial gain, due to the serious 
slump in the petroleum sector and the collapse of crude 
oil prices. 


The Trough of the Wave 


The project's financial straits result from the fact that 
World Bank credits were suspended, first after the ser- 
vice contract with Saga Petroleum was broken, then 
again on Panoco’s departure. At the same time the price 
of Seme crude, considered one of the best in the world 
(22 degrees API [American Petroleum Institute]), fell 
from $27.50 per barrel in 1985 to $8 per barrel in 1986. 
In 1988 the last shipment was sold at $12.34 per barrel. 
Thus Seme crude not only lost more than half its value, 
but production suffered a decline due to characteristics 
of the deposit reservoir and premature aging of some 
wells, as indicated by a very worrisome increase in the 
amount of water lifted. In any event, production 
dropped from 9,000 barrels per day in 1985 to 4,000 
barrels per day in 1988, since no other producing wells 
were drilled. 
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As a result of declining crude prices and production, the 
budgetary contribution made by the ““Seme-Ashland oil 
project” in fiscal 1988 was quite small. But there is still 
room for hope, and Mr John Farhangui, general manager 
of Ashland Exploration Benin Inc., the new foreign 
partner of the “Seme Oilfield Project Bureau,” said so 
when he talked to the ad hoc ministerial committee: Oil 
will make a bigger contribution to the budget next fiscal 
year because “the situation will be better, because pro- 
duction will be increased, operational costs will be 
tightly controlled, and we think that the price of Seme 
crude will be about $13 a barrel.” 


New Prospects With Ashland 


Mr Farhangui’s optimism is completely shared by all the 
Beninese and foreign workers, and everyone is working 
as hard as possible to increase production. The gamble 
has to pay off, says Luc Kolimedje, head of the oilfield 
trade-union committee. “We must avoid the mistakes of 
the past, when exploration and production were con- 
trolled by companies with dubious qualifications, and 
contracts not very favorable to the interests of the nation 
and the people were signed.” The scarcely veiled allusion 
is to the “stupendous contract” signed with Panoco in 
1985. Everyone knows what happened next. Many of the 
wounds from that misadventure are still bleeding... 


Ashland has worked hard on the day-to-day job of 
meeting the challenge and maintaining production at 
more than 4,000 barrels per day. Better yet, on 14 
October 1988 directed drilling began on “well S-9.” 
There is also activity at other wells: “well H-6" has 
struck oil! The deepest zones will be tested for oil and 
natural gas. “If these tests come out positive, we will tap 
two separate formations in S-9: formation H-6, which is 
producing at the existing well, and the deeper forma- 
tion.” Mr Farhangui, who speaks in this esoteric lan- 
guage, hopes to be able to augment production by about 
1,500 barrels per day by the end of January 1989. 
Ashland already has plans to recondition several wells in 
1989 to reduce water production. That technique has 
already been applied successfully on well S-5, thanks to 
the field simulation work done by “Scientific Software 
Intercomp,” an English company. One can readily 
believe that with Ashland new prospects are opening up 
for development of the Seme oil project. However, these 
““major rescue operations,” as the workers call them, 
must be put into action if the oil production sector is to 
be made profitable. In that regard, they suggest that 
negotiations aimed at expansion of the Seme oilfield and 
discovery of new deposits be pursued, for “‘very promis- 
ing indications exist.” 


Legitimate Hopes of the People 


For the steps already taken to succeed in bringing about 
substantial economic and social improvements and sat- 
isfy the legitimate hopes of the people, the work called 
for in the current “Phase II of the project” should be 
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continued at least through 1990, according to Mr Far- 
hangui, to complete the transfer and installation of the 
two “monopoles” constructed since 1986 and in storage 
in Rotterdam (Netherlands); modification and improve- 
ment of electrical and mechanical installations on the 
platforms; and the drilling of two more wells, S-10 and 
S-11, on the North Seme deposit, so that production can 


begin there. 


But given the debts that currently have to be absorbed, 
our country can claim only 20 percent of the income, 
according to the terms of the service contract between 
the government and Ashland. Before long Beninese oil 
will provide budgetary revenue amounting to no more 
than one-fifth of the income generated, for the debts 
already incurred have to be paid; operational costs must 
be met; exploration must continue in order to increase 
daily production; workers have to be trained, etc. All 
these expenses fall to Ashland as the operator, which 
must also pay for the services of expatriate personnel and 
hiring the necessary subcontractors. 


Worker Advancement 


With the passage of time one can now understand the 
errors that led to the “dubious contracts” with the two 
most recent operators (Saga and Panoco) and the “‘sal- 
utary decision” to break them off. Those contracts “not 
very favorable to the interests of the nation and the 
people” led the Seme oil project to the brink of disaster. 
Fortunately, the Beninese technicians and skilled work- 
ers rapidly and efficiently filled the gap created by the 
departure of the expatriates. As a result, Beninese 
employees now hold most of the positions once occupied 
by foreign technicians. This is incontestable proof that 
Beninese expertise is both available and competent. One 
can understand, in that regard, the eagerness of the 
workers as a group to be involved through participation 
in “‘mass organizations” in all decisions affecting the life 
of the project, and their request for establishment of a 
board of directors “to avoid improvisation that results in 
poor management.” Fully aware of the part they already 
play in the oil production sector, they have presented the 
government a list of grievances intended above all to 
draw the attention of the political authorities to their 
unique situation. And since the “chemistry” is so good 
between management and workers on the project, Mr 
Farhangui is making the upgrading of Beninese person- 
nel one of “Ashland’s concerns and responsibilities.” 
Consequently he is open to “salary increases through 
promotion,” in order, as he says, to give workers an 
incentive to higher productivity.... This is real proof that 
“the Seme-Ashland oil project is a company sincere in its 
concern for the worker.” The ad hoc ministerial commit- 
tee, through its president (the minister of industry and 
energy), and the manager of Ashland-Seme should count 
themselves fortunate.... 
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Traore for Argentina, Cuba, Senegal 
AB1602112689 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] General Moussa Traore, secretary general of the 
UDPM [Democratic Union of Malian People] and presi- 
dent of the Republic, who is also the current chairman of 
the OAU, left early this morning on a tour that will take 
him to Buenos Aires, Havana, and Dakar in Senegal. 


In Argentina, the first leg of this presidential trip, Gen 
Moussa Traore will undertake a state visit from 16 to 19 
February at the invitation of his Argentine counterpart, 
Raul Alfonsin. After Argentina, Cuba will be the next to 
receive President Moussa Traore, current chairman of 
the OAU. From Cuba, the head of state will go to Dakar, 
where he will participate in the summit of heads of state 
of member states of the Oclalav [Joint Anti-Locust and 
Anti-Aviarian Organization. 


In the absence of the head of state, Mrs Aissata Sidibe 
Cisse, minister of information, will act as head of gov- 
ernment. 


Traore, UNESCO Official on Cooperation 
AB1202145789 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
0900 GMT 12 Feb 89 


[Text] General Moussa Traore, the UDPM [Democratic 
Union of Malian People] secretary general and president 
of the republic, received yesterday afternoon at his 
residence UNESCO Director General Frederico Mayor, 
who has since yesterday been paying a 2-day visit to our 
country. During their discussions, the OAU current 
chairman expressed Africa’s desire to undertake devel- 
opment that corresponds with its needs with due consid- 
eration to its cultural values. In this respect, he stressed 
the great role played by UNESCO in the dialogue of 
cultures and the transfer of knowledge and technical 
know-how and mentioned the cultural decade. General 
Moussa Traore restated the total preparedness of Africa, 
the cradle of humanity, to work in collaboration with the 
other peoples of the world to build a world of peace and 
justice, a viewpoint equally shared by the UNESCO 
director general. The two men also discussed questions 
relating to the protection of the environment and the 
biosphere. The fight against illiteracy and the new infor- 
mation order were also discussed. Here is Frederico 
Mayor speaking to Yirib Samanke after the meeting: 


[Begin Mayor recording] The mdst important subjects we 
discussed concerned what has already been achieved in our 
bilateral relations, notably the polytechnic institute and 
the recent mission for Mali University. We discussed such 
aspects as literacy, particularly in rural areas and also for 
women. We discussed data processing and the science and 
technological needs at the highest level. 
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But I would like to stress some viewpoints underscored by 
ihe president which I fully support, and first of all, this 
memorial in remembrance of suffering, this monument 
designed to demonstrate to everybody, as of now, that this 
abominable situation of discrimination can never repeat 
itself. [sentence as heard] We also discussed our determi- 
nation to make joint efforts to fight apartheid. UNESCO 
wholeheartedly associates itself with these efforts because 
human rights form the basis of all our actions and activi- 
ties. We are ready to pursue, or even accelerate, our 
activities at Goree Island, where this house of slavery daily 
reminds each of us of one of the moments when humanity 
fell to the lowest level ever in history. 


We also discussed the environment. An international 
environmental conference is going to be held here in 
Bamako, which will be attended by UNESCO experts. 
We are also prepared to give financial assistance to 
facilitate the preparatory work on it and contribute to 
the success of this big event. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Kano State Drops Charges Against Labor Leaders 
AB2102094389 Lagos Domestic Service in Engish 
0600 GMT 21 Feb 89 


{Text} The Kano State Government has withdrawn 
charges against |1 labor leaders who have been standing 
trial for their role in a strike action against the increase in 
the prices of petroleum products last year. An official 
statement in Kano said the decision was taken following 
persistent appeals from individuals and organizations to 
Governor Idris Garba to withdraw the case. It said the 
governor hoped that the union leaders will reciprocate 
the gesture by conducting themselves orderly in the 
future. The 11 labor leaders were brought to court under 
the Trade Dispute Decree. 


* Army Official on Ending Military Rule in 1992 
3400021 1a Enugu DAILY STAR in English 
14 Jan 89 p 1 


[Article by Stan Okeke and Elizabeth Achuagu] 


[Text] The General Officer Commanding [GOC] the 82 
Division, Nigerian Army, Enugu, Brigadier A. A. Abu- 
bakar, has said that the Federal Military Government is 
bent on handing over the reign of government to civil- 
ians in 1992. 


“For this reason, various programmes designed to create 
political awareness and national unity, and to encourage 
us to rally round ourselves to salvage this country, have 
been embarked upon”, declared the GOC. 


Launching the “Operation Service Alert” (OSA) in 
Enugu, on Thursday, Brigadier Abubakar said: “These 
attempts are designed to ensure that the Third Republic 
is built on very firm foundations”. 
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The GOC emphasised that it is the wish and determina- 
tion of the present administration to make the return to 
the barracks by the military, a permanent one. 


He said this was considered necessary because a stable 
government is predicated on acquisition of a strong and 
reliable political culture. 


Brigadier Abubakar noted that “the long involvement of 
the military in the governance of this country has, 
somehow, disoriented the army and fractured its profes- 
sional base”. 


He regretted that the occasional frictions between civil- 
ians and uniformed men could be traced to wrong 
assumptions of roles and lack of proper education. 


He hoped that the “Operation Service Alert” would 
make the army realise that this country belongs equally 
to all Nigerians; and that the duty of soldiers is to defend 
and support whatever government that wins the man- 
date of the people to rule the country. 


In his address, the governor of Anambra State, Colonel 
Robert Nnaemeka Akonobi, said that “fate compelled us 
to see Nigeria as our only home, whose constitution and 
development we should all strive to defend”. 


“This virtue of fate demands that we serve our father- 
land with unquestionable patriotism”, Governor Ako- 
nobi added. 


* Foreign Debt Soars; Living Standards Drop 
34000209a Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
21 Dec 88 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The World Bank has put Nigeria's external debt at 
30.5 billion dollars (N163.26 billion) and says the 
nation’s rating has dropped from that of a m ‘ddle- 
income country to the ranks of the poorest, the low- 
income group according to a NAN [expansion unknown] 
report from Washington. 


In its “World Debt Tables’ published on Monday, the 
bank, in a wide-ranging review of the global debt situa- 
tion and its consequences, observes that the growing 
debt burden has led to new poverty arising from declin- 
ing living standards that have dropped below the late 
1970s position. 


“Health care and education are deteriorating as a result 
of insufficient investment, with widespread resurgence 
of poverty and malnutrition” notes the bank in reference 
to sub-Saharan Africa in general. 


With particular reference to Nigeria, the bank’s report 
further notes: “one of such manifestations is the fact that 
Nigeria, which used to be a middle-income country, now 
fails into the category of low-income countries.” 
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Nigeria’s new poverty status, it was noted, makes it 
eligible for concessionary funding from the World 
Bank’s soft loan affiliate, the International Development 
Association (IDA), which lends mone | 2: 0 interest rate 
and usually for up to 50 years. 


As a middle-income country, Nigeria was only entitled to 
bank loans that carry variable interest rates, often vary- 
ing between 7 and 10 percent and for periods hardly 
exceeding five years. 


A table of the 17 most indebted countries shows that 
Nigeria suffered the sharpest drop in its purchasing 
power at minus 4.5 (negative) growth rate as well as in 
imports at minus 20.6 percent while having the second 
lowest drop of minus 0.3 percent in gross domestic 
product (GDP). 


Two other African countries on the high debt list—Cote 
d'Ivoire and Morocco—recorded increases in their GDP 
of 1.3 percent and 3.6 percent respectively, but Cote 
d'Ivoire had a one percent decline in exports, Morocco 
5.4 percent increase and Nigeria 2.1 percent increase. 


* Oil Minister on Future Role of Industry 
34000209 Ikeja NEWSWATCH in English 
26 Dec 88 pp 20, 25 


{Excerpts from Rilwanu Lukman, petroleum resources 
minister, discussion with NEWSWATCH General Man- 
ager Soji Akinrinade and staff writer Stephen Agwu- 


dagwu.] 


[Text] Commercialisation of NNPC: The commercialisa- 
tion of NNPC [Nigerian National Petroleum Company], of 
course, is something that has been on from the very 
inception, of the NNPC, which was intended as a commer- 
cial parastatal. What we have done over the last eighteen 
months or so is try to put some realistic shape to the idea 
of commercialisation and to do that, you have to carry on 
the sectorisation of NNPC. Various arms of the operations 
of NNPC were put in compartments. Activities of related 
nature were put in one group. What we have done is to 
Carry on the arrangement a little bit further by sectorising 
those activities to commercial entities in their own rights. 
It means, for instance, that we have grouped all the 
activities concerning petrochemicals into one company, 
the Kaduna, and Warri petrochemical complexes, and the 
refineries are being combined into one company. We also 
have the pipeline and product marketing which is the one 
that markets our petroleum products locally and exports 
the surplus and supplies to the pipelines, to the depots, and 
petroleum marketing companies. So, we have carried that 
out to make more meaningful the commercialisation pro- 
cess. We are trying to develop NNPC into an integrated 
international oil company. NNPC is now going to be 
involved in the whole gamut of activities beginning from 
the first search for petroleum, to the filling station as well. 
This is how international oil organisations are devel- 
oped—how they survive, because they want to be involved 
in all the activities both upstream and downstream. 
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Ensuring accountability in the subsidiaries: Each com- 
pany will have its own balance sheet: it will have a board 
of directors that will require normal commercial returns 
from time to time, whether it is on a monthly basis or 
quarterly basis. They will have performance criteria 
established and of course you have a strong corporate 
base which wiil be able from time to time to keep track 
on what these subsidiaries are doing. We will not let 
them go and do what they like e.g. squandering money, 
employing people the way they want and having a field 
day in the name of autonomy and independence. No, we 
don’t want that. On the other hand you can’t have a 
situation where the corporate headquarters try io stifle 
them by interfering unduly. So you have to have a 
middle line and give them sufficient autonomy to do 
what they have to do without the interference of the 
centre. But the centre must be able to intervene to ensure 
that corporate goals are being adhered to and ensure that 
they do not mess around. 


On downstream activities: The purpose of our going 
downstream is several fold. First of all, from the experi- 
ence we have had over the past few years and comparing 
Nigeria with other oil producing countries, we have 
found that the countries that have taken the trouble to go 
downstream have greater capacity to take big knocks. 
Nigeria in this area has been a little bit lax by not taking 
the trouble to go downstream. This lapse in our policy 
calculations has caused us a lot of trouble. Therefore we 
have decided as a matter of policy to take more interest 
in downstream activities and this is not peculiar to 
Nigeria. It is happening in all progressive oil producing 
nations. This is the way the world is going, if you don't 
go that way, you will be left behind. The purpose of going 
downstream, is to ensure a home for our crude. That is 
the most important aspect; to ensure that there is some- 
where, for our crude to go when it is produced, so that we 
would not be left with oil in our hands which nobody is 
buying. The only way we can do that is to join other 
refineries in a participatory arrangement, either in buy- 
ing a refinery or in buying shares. So if people say they 
want to buy our crude, we will tell them: “we will give you 
our crude, if you agree to give us participation and also 
if you agree to buy our crude on a long term basis.’ We 
cannot allow them to come today and disappear tomor- 
row when it suits them. We have a national cash flow to 
sustain. The only thing to do is to make sure that there 
are buyers all the time. We may not get the best price; we 
may not squeeze the last cent out of our customers, but 
for a country, it is not the last cent that counts, it is the 
total revenue. If I don’t sell one barrel of oil, I lose the 
total revenue for the barrel. Forget about the prices now. 
Assuming the price is 18 dollars per barrel, if I don’t sell 
one barrel I lose eighteen dollars. But, if I sell it 17.95 
dollars, I only lose five cents. — is far more important 
to ensure volume sale. Hence the second aspect of the 
downstream is of course to share in the profits that are to 
be made downstream. There is profit to be made in 
refining; there is profit to be made in marketing. 


The type of downstream deals Nigeria wants: When you 
buy interest in a refinery that also has a marketing outfit, 
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you are automatically part of it. But in Nigeria, they say, 
you have to be smart. We don’t have the money to go and 
buy a refinery, buy a whole series of petrol stations. It 
doesn’t matter, we achieve the same goal by buying into 
a system for less investment. 


The refineries too are also looking at there [as published] 
own interests. They want to make sure they don’t get 
caught. They will be a little bit shy of putting all their 
eggs in one basket buying only from Kuwait or buying 
only from Saudi Arabia or Nigeria. They are smart. They 
buy a little bit from each country to spread their risk. So 
why should you go and put your money in one place, 
unless you can own it 100 percent. But we know that 
politically it is impossible to own those refineries 100 
percent. But if you buy only 15 percent or 10 percent, 
they know you are not trying to take over their economy. 
So if you have a stake in a refinery that processes 
150,000 barrels of oil per day and your stake is 50,000 
barrels of oil, they are very much dependent on you. If 
you don’t give them 50,000 they are in trouble. There is 
a mutuality of dependence there. They will not mess you 
up and you will not mess them up. That is the sort of 
arrangement we want to come up with. 


Why Nigeria is interested in the Irish refinery despite its 
problems: Somebody has to examine it from the techni- 
cal point of view. That is why we are taking so long to 
look at it. We have got a complete technical appraisal 
done. Now we have a whole plan with the Irish which 
will make funds available from the United States, Citi- 
corp, assuming we go ahead with it. People are very good 
at looking at the problematic side of things. Okay, what 
is the problem? Let us look at it. We are not afraid of 
looking at it. If at the end of the day we look at it and find 
that it is too messy for us, we say no. No hard feelings. 
Nobody is holding a gun in hand saying that Nigeria 
must sign an agreement with the Irish people. No. 
Somebody comes to you and makes you an offer, the 
least you can do is to examine it before you reject it. 
Even if you are rejecting it, you must at least have good 
reasons for doing so. If you are accepting it you must be 
sure it is a good project, that it will serve your purpose. 
We are not going to cough our money out. No. We don’t 
have the money. Three hundred million dollars. Where 
can Nigeria find it. If Nigeria were to have that, it would 
be better to build arother refinery than to go and patch 
up an old refinery. It is a whole lot of money. However, 
if we have better things elsewhere, we don’t have to go 
along with this one. 


How soon such projects would come on stream: We are 
not in a hurry. It can take a year, two years; we are 
negotiating. In this situation, if you rush, you put your- 
self in a weak position, they will think you are under 
pressure. 


On the natural gas projects: We have more natural gas 
than oil in Nigeria. It is an important thing for us. We are 
tackling the gas project in two ways. For the local gas 
industry, we have formed one company—the Nigerian 
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Gas Company—to be responsible for the supply of gas to 
Egbin, for instance and other power stations; for house- 
holds use, etc. It will promote the use of gas locally. The 
other aspect of it is the liquified natural gas project, 
LNG. We are now trying to recapture that market. 
Principally the major problem with all LNG projects is 
that it is always a must to first of all ensure the market 
because you normally enter into very long term con- 
tracts. It is not like oil where you have to take it and sell 
it on the spot. The position as of today is that we have 
succeeded in selling about two-thirds of the gas that we 
intend to produce in 1995. We are working towards the 
last third. Before the end of the year we will be able to tie 
up all the loose ends and we are in business. Of course, 
we can then start major activities of the plan. But in the 
mean time we are doing the studies, the technical aspects 
and financial aspects of it, etc. But you see, these things 
are all connected. Nobody will give you finance for a 
project like this unless they are sure there will be market 
for the product. 


Performance of the petrochemicals plants: The ones in 
Kaduna and Ekpan are being integrated with the refin- 
eries because they depend on the refineries for their feed 
stock—and raw materials. I can’t tell you how they are 
doing right now but I have no indication that they are in 
difficulty. Maybe it will take a little bit of time to warm 
up to their full production capacity. This is a natural 
thing. In fact, in the case of linear alkyl benzene, of 
course, demand for their product is quite high. They will 
be producing about 30,000 tonnes. And other accessory 
products. That means we will be displacing that amount 
of imports. For poly-propylene, they are producing 
35,000 tonnes. That is a far cry from the total require- 
ment. That is why we are going into the second phase 
that will be producing about 170,000 tonnes of poly- 
propylene. In the case of carbon black we are producing 
more than the national requirement. We are now looking 
for export outlets to take care of the excess production. 
About distribution to customers, we can only distribute 
what we have. If demand is higher than output maybe we 
have to ration. Up to a point, first come, first served 
might be what we should do. What we are trying to do is 
to ensure that people who don’t need it don’t come. We 
deal with end users. If you allow the typical Nigerians, 
they will start thinking they can come and buy—take a 
paper at the gate and then go and sell it to the factory 
owner. We want to avoid that. Therefore, that is why 
NNPC is dealing with end users. For our wax, it is people 
who make candles that we really want to sell the wax to, 
not people who will come and buy, hoard it and start 
charging candle manufacturers exorbitant prices. The 
same thing with base oil. We want to make sure that it is 
sold to the blending companies. 


Future role of oil: You know, a lot of people think that oil 
should not play a prominent role because were are 
dependent on it. What I am saying is that for a long time 
to come, the economy will be dependent on oil as its 
major source of revenue. That is number one. Number 
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two, the country is very naturally endowed with petro- 
leum resources, not only with oil but also with gas. What 
we really want to do is to widen the base of the oil 
industry by going as we are doing now into LNG, and 
gas-related projects, petrochemical; going downstream in 
refinery and in marketing, and increasing the natural 
reserve of both oil and gas, so that we can optimise and 
maximize the length of time and benefits that we can 
have from oil resources. If we do this well, oil will 
become fully developed in the country. Probably what 
was being done before was that we were depending only 
on crude oi]. What we want to do is to make the country 
less dependent on crude oil alone. We still want to 
increase Our productive capacity of crude oil. We still 
want to increase our reserve of crude oil, but we want to 
go into gas. We will now have a gas industry locally. We 
need gas for power stations, steel plants, etc. But also it 
will replace some of the fuel oil now being used by these 
industries. So the petroleum sector will continue to play 
a very prominent role for a long, long time to come and 
this | say without prejudice to the development of 
agriculture and industry. We can use some of the money 
we get to energize agriculture. There is no other sector 
that can do it. We should become a net exporter of 
agricultural products. Some of our industries like the 
steel plant are taking shape. Sooner or later we will 
become a net exporter of steel products, too. 


* Oil Exacts High Price on Economy 
34000209b Ikeja NEWSWATCH in English 
26 Dec 88 pp 18-19 


[Article by Soji Akinrinade: “New Links To a Weak 
Chain”} 


[Text] In the oil business, instability and uncertainty, 
appear to be the rule rather than the exception. It has 
been so far, at least, the most part of the 1980s, a period 
during which most of the oil exporting countries have 
watched their revenues from the black gold shrink very 
rapidly and battered by the declining value of the dollar, 
to which oil prices are tied. The effect of the upheaval in 
the market has been devastating for the economies of 
most members of the Organisation of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries, OPEC. It has even been worse for Nigeria, 
a country derisively referred to as the organisation's 
“weak links,” whose economy is still principally fuelled 
by revenue from crude oil sales. 


The situation has been such that only those OPEC 
members who have put considerable investment into the 
diversification of their oil industry have been able to 
absorb, without much dislocation, the vagaries of the 
world oi] market. For example, OPEC's decision in 
December 1985 to abandon production restraint and 
fight for its “fair market share” led to a collapse of the 
market in 1986. The effects of the collapse on the 
Nigerian budget was quite severe, because of its near- 
total dependence on revenues from crude sales. 
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It is no surprise then, that Nigeria has been rethinking its 
strategy on the diversification of its oil industry. Late 
January this year, Rilwanu Lukman, minister of petro- 
leum resources, let the cat out of the bag when he said 
that Nigeria, like many other OPEC members would 
invest in refineries outside its shores. President Ibrahim 
Babangida put the full weight of his govern: ent behind 
the new policy two months later when he said at the 
commissioning of the linear alkyl benzene, LAB, plant in 
Kaduna, that the Nigerian National Petroleum Corpora- 
tion, NNPC, had been mandated to “pursue vigorously 
the on-going negotiations with foreign concerns to 
acquire equity interests in a number of refineries as well 
as outlets for downstream product sales.” The president 
said further that arrangements had been completed with 
some prospective partners, “for the refining of agreed 
quantities of Nigerian crude oil,” on which the NNPC 
would be guaranteed a share of profits. 


Most oil analysts see government interest in downstream 
activities as a welcome move. In fact, there are some who 
say it has come a little too late. As an economist at the 
First Bank told NEWSWATCH two weeks ago, “part of 
our problem in this country is that we don’t do the things 
that we ought to do at the rig*t time. The whole idea of 
downstream investment ought to have been done long 
before now.” Lukman agrees. He told NEWSWATCH 
last August that the lack of downstream activities is a 
“lapse in our policy calculations,” which has “caused us 
a lot of trouble.” 


No matter, reasons for the change in government policy 
are quite obvious. As Lukman explained, it would not 
only give Nigeria the greater capacity to take the shocks 
from an unstable oil market, it would “ensure a home for 
our crude. That is the most important aspect; to ensure 
that there is somewhere for our crude to go when it is 
produced, so that we would not be left with oil in our 
hands which nobody is buying.” Nigeria, is already 
negotiating with a number of refineries in Europe and 
the United States to ensure that the policy takes off fairly 
quickly. As NEWSWATCH reported last March, 
(NEWSWATCH April 4), the NNPC had all but con- 
cluded an agreement with the Irish National Petroleum 
Company for the use of the Whitegate Refinery located 
in County Cork, in the Irish Republic. News about the 
negotiations were first broken early in the year by the 
London-based AFRICA ANALYSIS, a bi-monthly pub- 
lication. The refinery was damaged by fire in 1979 and 
part of the deal that Nigeria has been trying to conclude 
involves seeking a loan of between $200 and $300 
million from Citicorp, an American bank based in New 
York, to upgrade and refurbish the plant. 


Tam David-West, a professor andi head of the department 
of virology at the University of Ibadan is skeptical about 
the move. He told NEWSWATCH last March that he was 
opposed to the purchase of refineries outside Nigeria's 
shores especially since they would involve huge sums of 
money which could be better spent in the upgradin, of the 
existing refineries or the building of new ones which would 
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engage in the exportation of petroleum products. Lukman 
is however, convinced that Nigeria would only make good 
deals. He told NEWSWATCH: “If at the end of the day we 
look at it (Whitegate refinery) and find that it is too messy 
for us we'll say no.... Nobody is holding a gun in hand, 
saying: ‘Look, Nigeria must sign an agreement with the 
Irish people.” 


Downstream activities are not restricted to buying of 
shares in refineries abroad. They also involve activities in 
the refineries, petrochemicals, and the liquified natural gas 
sectors. For example, the fourth oil refinery, being built in 
Port Harcourt, and which ought to have been mechanically 
completed last month, was at first primarily designed to 
refine crude for domestic consumption. However, because 
of the new emphasis on downstream activities, it will now 
be oriented toward the export market. PETROLEUM 
NEWS, a monthly publication on the industry, said in its 
December edition that a jetty has been built to permit the 
evacuation of about 4.8 million tonnes of petroleum prod- 
ucts a year from the refinery. 


Apart from this, the petrochemical plants in Kaduna, 
and Ekpan, are in line with downstream activities. The 
plant in Ekpan produces carbon black and polypropy- 
lene, whose end uses may open up export possibilities. 
The LAB plant in Kaduna produces linear alkyl benzene, 
and such by products as henzere whose end uses too 
would alsu open up exportation possibilities. Phase II of 
the petrochemicals project in Eleme is currently being 
given a high priority. The project is expected to cost 
about $1 billion and is scheduled for completion in 1992. 


As for the LNG [liquefied natural gas], Nigeria has 
already made tremendous progress in securing markets 
in West Europe for 68 percent of the four million tonnes 
to be produced by 1995. Efforts are also continuing to 
find markets in Canada and the United States. 


What has become very clear is that the new emphasis on 
downstream activities is part of the new approach to 
managing Nigeria’s oil resources in the face of dwindling 
revenues. When the military first took ver government 
in December 1983, the Buhari administration intro- 
duced counter-trade deals to ease Nigeria’s cash flow 
problem. Such countries as Brazil, France and Austria 
signed deals with Nigeria for the supply of raw materials 
and food items in exchange for oil The process was 
discontinued by the Babangida administration once it 
was established that oil was being wasted on the impor- 
tation of non-essential materials. 


A major step that President Babangida took in 1986 was 
to remove £0 percent of the subsidy on oil. Removal of 
the subsidy even though increased pump price of petrol 
and other products, hardly raised any trouble since 
Nigerians were willing to give the new administration a 
chance to revamp the economy. By mid-1986, however, 
it became apparent that government was going to intro- 
duce harsher measures to get the economy back on its 
feet. The structural adjustment programme, SAP, thus 
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came into effect. One of the major planks of SAP in the 
gradual removal of government control over some of its 
companies and parastatals, in which is generally known 
as the privatisation and commercialisation programme. 
The NNPC by last April became the first government 
major corporation to be commercialised. Hints to this 
effect were first given by Babangida at the LAB plant 
commissioning in Kaduna, when he explained that 
NNPC “will now engage in exploration, production, 
processing, transportation, and marketing of crude oil 
and gas, including their products and derivatives. From 
now onwards, the NNPC will be financially autonomous 
in its operations and its procedures will be as to ensure 
efficiency and profitability.” 


Commercialisation of the corporation has led to a struc- 
tural re-organisation. Alex Nwokedi, the corporation’s 
public affairs manager explained at the time that NNPC 
had been restructured into three main areas of responsi- 
bility: corporate services, including finance, administra- 
tion, personnel, technology, and legal matters; opera- 
tions, encompassing exploration and production, 
manufacturing, petrochemicals and international trad- 
ing activities. The third arm of the corporation is the 
national petroleum investment management services, 
PIMS, which co-ordinates crude oil marketing activities. 


Lukman said at a press briefing on November that 
commercialisation of the NNPC has also led to the 
founding of 12 new companies. They are: Nigerian 
Petroleum Development Company Limited, NPDC; 
Integrated Data Services Company Limited, IDSC, 
Warri Refining and Petrochemicals Company Limited, 
WRPC; Kaduna Refining and Petrochemicals Company 
Limited, KRPC; Port Harcourt Refining Company Lim- 
ited, PHRC; Pipelines and Products Marketing Com- 
pany Limited, PPMC; Nigerian Gas Company Limited, 
NGC; Eleme Petrochemicals Company Limited, EPC; 
The Engineering Company Nigeria Limited, TENCO,; 
Nigerian LNG Company; Hydrocarbon Services of 
Nigeria Limited, HSN; and International Trading Com- 
pany Limited, ITCO. According to the minister, “‘the 
future of the NNPC and the Nigerian oil industry will 
henceforth be largely influenced by the success of these 
subsidiaries...” 


What commercialisation has done is to theoretically free 
the pricing policy of NNPC from government interfer- 
ence. When NNPC decided to increase the pump price of 
petrol by less than three kobo last April the move 
touched off nationwide protest and led to the shutting 
down of nearly all of Nigeria’s institutions of higher 
learning. Indeed, what to do about the remaining subsidy 
on oil remains an intractable problem for government. 
Some economists would want it phased out gradually, 
while others simply say that subsidy no longer exists or 
still some say that even if it exists, Nigerians would be 
able to enjoy the advantage of buying oil cheaply since it 
is a natural endowment. 
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Nevertheless, it is clear that government’s management of 
oil resources in the past few years has taken into account 
the need to maximise Nigeria’s investment in the industry, 
in order to broaden Nigeria’s deteriorating resource base. 
It is also a realisation that oil will continue to play a 
leading role in the Nigerian economy in the future. There 
is, however, a word of caution. Many Nigerians are 
opposed to any move to privatise the sector. Commercia- 

lisation is acceptable. Oursman Abdulai of the political 
science department at the University of Benin, told 
NEWSWATCH last week that “what the NNPC needs is 
proper management and control and accountability so that 
at least whatever comes out of the oil industry is properly 
utilised for the economy of the country. Oil is the mainstay 
“~ you cannot sell the industry to individuals. That would 

crazy.” 


* Debt Conversion Under Way Despite Criticism 
34000211b Ikeia NEWSWATCH in English 
2 Jan 89 pp 31-32 


{Article by Soji Akinrinade with Joseph Ode: “Debt 
Conversion: All Systems Are Go”] 


[Text] Nigeria is going ahead with the controversial debt 
conversion programme, which its financial managers 
hope will reduce the nation’s external debt burden by 
about one-sixth in the next few years, if all goes well. The 
inaugural bidding auction for the programme held 
November 30, at which $40 million (about N200 mil- 
lion) debt was offered for redemption, is to be followed 
by another $30 million worth swap this week, an indica- 
tion that government will exercise extreme caution in 
executing the programme. 


Last week, Abdulkadir Ahmed, governor of Central 
Bank of Nigeria, CBN and chairman of the debt conver- 
sion committee, said in Lagos that the response to the 
programme has been “positive and encouraging.” 
Between August | and December 16, this year, his 
committee received “82 applications involving $1.86 
billion (about N9.20 billion) for conversation.” Thirty- 
one of the applications valued at $1.17 billion (5.85 
billion), for the agricultural sector, 31 applications 
amounting to $365.8 million for manufacturing, three 
applications for $12 million for exploration and mining, 
while “tourism accounted for four applications valued at 
$181.7 million.” There were also eight applications 
valued at $40 million “for cash gifts/grants, while the 
remaining three valued at $3.8 million related to invest- 
ments in other sectors of the economy.” 


Said Ahmed: “‘It is gratifying to mention that $1.5 billion 
or 81.3 percent of the value of the applications received 
thus far is for investments in completely new projects 
and that the projects are widely spread over the federa- 
tion.” The CBN governor’s satisfaction is quite under- 
standable. Some critics of the programme have given it 
little chance of helping the nation’s economy, arguing 
that the programme would not only encourage capital 
flight, increased profit remittances an worsening balance 
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of payment, it would also fuel inflation in the country 
because more money would be created, but would not be 
matched by increases in national output. 


Ahmed allayed some of those fears last week. The conver- 
sion committee, he said, was quite aware of the negative 
effects of the programme and would carry it out “in the 
light of developments in the economy and will be consis- 
tent with the overall monetary, inflation and other eco- 
nomic objectives of government.” It was the clearest 
indication that the debt conversion committee holds 
dearly President Ibrahim Babangida’s statement that “the 
amount of conversion to be undertaken in any one year 
will be carefully controlled to minimise its effects on 
inflation.” 


In fact, the committee’s handling of the programme so 
far bears Ahmed out that caution is the watchword. 
Although the total number of applications is 82 and 
valued at $1.86 billion, only 50 applications “in the 
amount of $628.6 million have been given approval in 
principle.” And of this amount, only $40 million has so 
far been offered for redemption. Thirty million dollars 
more will be offered December 29, in an obvious attempt 
to douse any inflation fires that may be ignited if a large 
amount of money is offered for redemption at one go. 


Secondly, the scope of the debt conversion programme is 
still fairly narrow. According to the CBN governor, the 
eligible debt is limited to “promissory notes and trans- 
actions coverage restricted to debt equity and debt/cash, 
the latter being allowed only in respect of gifts.” Only 
about $4.8 billion of Nigeria’s external debt may even- 
tually be settled under the programme. Ahmed said that 
the restrictions are intended to reduce the adverse effects 


of the programme. 


Nevertheless, he was quite effusive about the advantages 
of the programme. He said that apart from expecting it 
to reduce the “external debt stock and lighten the debt 
service burden, we believe that it will serve as an 
appropriate channel through which part of the very 
heavy discount at which our debts are traded in the 
secondary market can be appropriated for the domestic 
economy.” Of course, government also hopes it will 
encourage capital inflow, generate revenue and assist in 
the recapitalisation of the private sector. 


There is a concensus in the financial circle that debt 
conversion is not the magic wand for Nigeria’s debt 
problems. William Ryrie, vice-president, International 
Finance Corporation, IFC, said on his visit to Nigeria 
last October that the programme could only take care of 
a small portion of Nigeria’s debt. J. Akin-George, man- 
aging director, Marine and General Assurance Com- 
pany, agrees. He, too, sees the gains from the debt 
conversion option as very limited. He thinks that not 
more than three percent of Nigeria’s external debt may 
eventually be settled through the programme. 
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A former military top shot, A. O. Aduloju, a retired 
major-general, holds a more radical view. He does not 
see much benefit from the programme which he deems 
as a gradual erosion of the economic independence of the 
debtor nations. Most other critics add that in the process 
of changing Nigeria’s enterprise promotion decree to 
accommodate the programme, economic gains as 
regards ownership of companies, would be lost. Official 
sources however, say that government was aware of such 
a problem and as such it was reviewing the decree 
carefully. And as Ahmed himself said, the debt conver- 
sion programme is only one of the “supplementary tools 
in the arsenal of our debt management strategy.” 


It has to be. Mexico, which has tried the programme, 
cancelled it as a result of its inflationary effects. And 
Brazil, another pioneer, is struggling on with its own. 
Many economists, therefore, say that debt relief will only 
come if Nigeria is able to satisfactorily reshedule its 
external debts, continue with the structural adjustment 
programme, SAP, and give export promotion a pride of 
place in the economy. 


Senegal 


‘Arafat Speaks at News Conference in Dakar 
AB1602102089 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[Excerpts] On the 2d day of his visit to Dakar, the 
Palestinian head of state, Yasir ‘Arafat, was offered a 
luncheon by President Abdou Diouf. At 1800 President 
Yasir ‘Arafat gave a press conference in the banquet hall 
of the State House before journalists of the national and 
the international press. Let us listen to Fatmali Gueye 
for more details: 


[Gueye] The Palestinian head of state, who was accom- 
panied by the minister of communication, Robert Sagna, 
representing President Abdou Diouf, arrived at 1800 in 
the banquet hall of the State House where many journal- 
ists representing the various national press media, inter- 
national correspondents, and the press attaches of Arab 
and Palestinian missions in Senegal were alreacy seated. 
President ‘Arafat warmly congratulated our country for 
its peace efforts and praised President Diouf’s (?efforts). 
According to Yasir ‘Arafat, President Diouf is a sincere 
friend who is held in high esteem not only by himself but 
also by the Islamic community [passage omitted] 


President ‘Arafat also praised [words indistinct] before 
declaring himself ready to answer our questions. I then 
asked him a quesiion on the role which, according to 
him, the ICO [Islamic Conference Organization] can 
play in the solution of the Afghan problem regarding the 
attitudes of the mujahedin and the Kabul government at 
a time when the Soviet soldiers have just left the country. 
He said that the ICO’s role will be in accord with its 
constant search for peace in the fratricidal war which 
divides this country [words indistinct]. Asked to give his 
impressions on Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto’s election 
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as Pakistani head of state, President Arafat answered 
that there is absolutely nothing preventing a woman 
from heading a Muslim state. [passage indistinct] [pas- 
sage omitted] 


It will be recalled that surrounding the Palestinian head 
of state for the occasion were Robert Sagna, minister of 
communication, the government spokesman, and Presi- 
dent Diouf’s representative; and Moustapha Cisse, the 
head of state’s special adviser and a tireless artisan of 
relations between Senegal and the Arab world who 
conducted many delicate missions abroad simulta- 
neously with his diplomatic duties. 


* Power Battle Leaves Socialists Indecisive 
34190056c Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 8 Dec 88 p 3 


{Article by Ibrahima Fall] 


[Text] What can henceforth be called the ““Daouda Sow 
affair” has suddenly speeded up, as if to mark the 
approach of an imminent outcome. In fact, immediately 
after the stormy Central Committee meeting on 30 
November, those who launched the motion challenging 
Dr Daouda Sow chose to pursue the matter further. And 
so on Friday, 2 December, a petition signed by 89 or 90 
of the 103 Socialist Party [PS] deputies was filed with the 
secretary general of the party, Mr Abdou Diouf. He, it 
might be said in passing, admitted in a Pan-African 
periodical that such a petition existed. The initiators 
were in fact Deputies Louis da Costa, Pape Alioune 
Ndao, Abdourahim Agne, and Mamadou Wade. There 
has also been mention of Amadou Moctar Ndao and 
Amadou Ka. 


In fact, this was an act of challenge on the part of almost all 
the Socialist Party deputies who are questioning the lead- 
ership of the president of the chamber. One of the sponsors 
of the petition denies that it was motivated by economic 
considerations. He says that the reasons for the movement 
of general exasperation “are eminently political and 
administrative.” According to him, Dr Daouda Sow “‘is in 
practice showing contempt for the deputies, who are forced 
to request appointments in order to see him. He behaves 
like a potentate. In addition, his casual administration 
only serves the interests of a small circle of intimates.” 
According to our interlocutor, this movement is in no way 
a passing protest or the expression of a mere resentment. 
To hear him explain it, it goes much deeper. “It is 
significant that out of the 20 Socialist Party members of 
the Bureau of the Assembly, which has 21 members in all, 
only three did not sign the petition, and two of these were 
not in Dakar.” This is, therefore, a general repeat of the 
situation in 1984 in which we see as a notable exception 
the fact that the movement of rebellion against Mr Habib 
Thiam coincided with the regular renewal of the leading 
bodies of the parliament. This situation does not seem to 
embarrass the leaders of the ranks involved in the dispute 
at all. One of them speaks out directly. “‘Daouda Sow, if he 
has the least bit of dignity, should resign right away. If he 
does not, he will no longer be able to direct a single 
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Assembly session. We will not let him do it.” This state of 
mind has already led to the paralysis of the parliamentary 
institution, which has not functioned since the beginning 
of the ordinary session on 9 November. 


It is therefore probable that Dr Daouda Sow will be 
forced not only to abandon his perch but also to give up 
his parliamentary seat. For it is impossible to imagine a 
simple deputy seated “‘on the fence.” Two individuals 
are most frequently mentioned as his replacement. They 
are Abdoulaye Chimere Diaw, the second vice president, 
said to be the candidate of President Diouf, and Abdoul 
Aziz Ndao, a fixture and the first questor, reputed to be 
the Collin candidate. A number of sources say that the 
president of the Assembly has already presented his 
resignation to President Diouf. We were unable to verify 
this report. Thus this would not be the first trek through 
the desert for the last of the overlords, who is reputed to 
be the leader of the conservative faction and resistant to 
any policy of openness. It will be remembered that when 
he left the government, Mr Sow remained a simple 
deputy, before taking up his duties as the president of the 
parliamentary group of the Socialist Party, from which 
eminent position he made the leap—easily, it is true—to 
the highest post. His political influence was to be 
strengthened in 1986 with the sudden departure of the 
government of Mr Moustapha Niasse, who had control 
over the party apparatus. By this time the second most 
important state official, Mr Sow was to profit from this 
development to become political secretary. There was an 
implicit battle for the number two spot in the party with 
the all-powerful president of its arbitration commission, 
Mr Jean Collin. 


In his effort to find a definitive solution to this continuing 
problemn, Mr Sow seems to have speeded up, without a 
doubt unwittingly, the formidable machinery which will 
compose his swan song. The numerous attempts at struc- 
tural reorganization he made at the congress on 29 July 
last, apparently without the support of the members of the 
Political Bureau much less that of the secretary general of 
the Socialist Party, were the straw which broke the camel’s 
back with regard to the prevailing discontent which was 
nurtured by the mediocre electoral campaign waged by 
Daouda Sow and Mamba Guirassy. Thus it was entirely 
appropriate that the Central Committee meeting on 30 
November, which lasted between 2 and 3 hours, was 
focused on these efforts which resembled a “putsch.” 


The 10 or so speakers who took the floor targeted Dr 
Daouda Sow in violent fashion. He is charged with the 
responsibility for undertaking basic structural reorgani- 
zation measures which had not previously been the 
subject of discussion. Mr Sow was in a still more difficult 
position because he was president of the structural 
reform commission. The first measure imputed to him 
had to do with the hierarchization of the highest execu- 
tive body of the Socialist Party, with Mr Sow ranking 
directly below the secretary general, while Collin and 
Guirassy ranked third and fourth in the hierarchy, 
respectively. The second and concomitant measure 


WEST AFRICA 


reduced the number of national secretarial posts through 
a reassignment of authority. The third had to do with the 
establishment of a control body made up of 15 officials, 
members by right of the Central Committee, as well as 
the members of the arbitration commission. This control 
body of a new sort, whose members “are entrusted by the 
secretary general with the execution of such control and 
verification assignments as may arise pertaining to all of 
the structures in the party” was to replace the political 
commissioners’ body. Except that with the reorganiza- 
tion, this body would report to the lifetime political 
secretary (Daouda Sow), rather than to the president of 
the arbitration commission (Jean Collin) as before. The 
leaders of the Socialist Party Youth, in the course of their 
National Council meeting, demanded that this body be 
reattached to the Secretariat General directly. 


It is known that none of these decisions, which are of 
undeniable importance, had been implemented in any 
way prior to the meeting of the Central Committee on 30 
November which finally decided to “freeze” them. This 
was the euphemism substituted for the word “rescind,” 
since an extraordinary congress for the purpose of 
renewal (the term used, it appears, by Babacar Sine) and 
openness (a term added by Abdou Diouf) was to be held 
in the very near future. The youth organization nonethe- 
less firmly pursued the cancellation of these measures. 
The electric atmosphere which prevailed at the Central 
Committee meeting was indicative of the determination 
of the Socialist Party officials to do away with Daouda 
Sow. He was unable to take the floor a second time 
because of the boos and jeers. Practically all of the 
speakers demanded the return of Mr Jean Collin, who 
has boycotted all of the party bodies since 14 April (the 
period of the verification study campaign based on the 
elections). He was the most important figure absent from 
the special congress in July. 


Did Daouda Sow seek to profit from his absence to 
obtain approval of his version of party reorganization? 
The fact is this congress apparently reinforced Mr Col- 
lin’s systematic determination to boycott both the work 
of the Political Bureau, in which he is moreover a key 
element, and the work of the Central Committee. From 
now on, a group of political officials will be doing 
everything within their power to persuade him to resume 
his role in the party because, in the words of one of them, 
“A loyal and objective man, he is still useful to the 
Socialist Party and to the country.” 


The special congress of the Socialist Party may culmi- 
nate in profound changes in that organization, which is 
suffering from its own inertia, oversensitivity, and inca- 
pacity to make itself decisively attractive to competent, 
patriotic, and honest cadres metivated only by the desire 
to serve their country unselfishlessly and objectively. 
The congress should therefore lead, logically, to a 
renewal of political personnel, and perhaps to the estab- 
lishment of real prospects for working out a solution to 
the problems of Senegal with all of those who have 
suggestions to make. 
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Sierra Leone 


Ambassadorial t Delayed Over Ship Row 
AB1502155989 Paris AFP in English 1448 GMT 
15 Feb 89 


[Excerpts] Freetown, 15 Feb (AFP)—Sierra Leone’s 
naming of a new ambassador to Moscow is likely to be 
delayed ‘for some time’ as a result of recent setbacks in 
relations between the West African state and the Soviet 
Union, diplomatic sources in Freetown said Wednesday. 


The former ambassador, Sorsoh Conteh, a top member 
of the ruling All People’s Congress Party, was in Free- 
town On vacation nine months ago when the Soviet 
authorities said he would not be allowed to return to his 
diplomatic post. No official reason was given and both 
sides played down the affair at the time. 


The appointment of the new ambassador, Olu Harding, 
currently high commissioner (ambassador) to Nigeria, 
was announced early February but was squelched after 
Sierra Leone seized a Soviet scientific vessel which sailed 
into its coastal waters without permission. 


Amicable relations which had existed when the two 
States established diplomatic relations 25 years ago 
reached an all time low on February 6 when Freetown 
accused the Soviet ship AKADEMIK MSTISLAV 
KELDYSH owned by the Soviet Academy of Sciences, 
of intruding into Sierra Leone’s territorial waters on an 


alleged spying mission. [passage omitted] 


So far, very little has been said on the result of the police 
investigation and Sierra Leoneans only heard of the 
ship’s release Friday over Freetown radio. 


The authorities said in a statement that the release has 
been made possible “after all aspects of the matter had 
been considered and in the light of the warm and friendly 
relations existing between the USSR and Sierra Leone”. 


The statement insisted that the vessel “arrived in Free- 
town without permission having been obtained” and 
noted that “it is standard practice for research vessels 
from foreign countries to seek and obtain permission 
through diplomatic channels before entering the territo- 
rial waters of Sierra Leone”. 


Observers said the damage done to Sierra Leone-Soviet 
relations as a result of the recent incident is enormous 
and it will take a long time for things to be the same 


again. 
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Togo 


Sierra Leone’s Momoh on Official Visit to Lome 
AB1502222089 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[Text] The head of state of Sierra Leone, Dr Joseph 
Saidu Momoh, who arrived in Lome this morning for an 
official visit to Togo, was given a very enthusiastic 
welcome this afternoon at the Party House in Lome. 
[passage omitted] 


Ends Visit at Kara 
AB1702212089 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 17 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] Major General Dr Joseph Saidu Momoh, the 
Sierra Leonean head of state, has ended his 3-day official 
visit to Togo. The Sierra Leonean head of state bid 
farewell to the Togolese people and to his brother and 
friend, General Gnassingbe Eyadema this afternoon at 
Kara, where he began the second leg of his visit to our 
country this morning. President Momoh was seen off at 
the Kara-Niamtougou International Airport by the RPT 
founding chairman, Gen Gnassingbe Eyadema. [passage 
omitted] 


Joint Communique Issued 
AB1802200389 Lome Domestic Service in French 
2200 GMT 18 Feb 89 


[Joint communique issued on 17 February in Kara at the 
end of a 3-day official visit to Togo by President Joseph 
Momoh of Sierra Leone, read by Mr Yaovi Adodo, 
Togolese minister of foreign affairs and cooperation— 
recorded] 


[Text] At the invitation of his brother and friend, Gen- 
eral Gnassingbe Eyadema, the RPT [Rally for the Togo- 
lese People] founding chairman and president of the 
republic, Major General Joseph Saidu Momoh, the pres- 
ident of the Republic of Sierra Leone, paid a state visit to 
Togo from 15 to 17 February, 1989. During this visit, the 
two heads of state held several rounds of talks on 
cooperation between their countries and on issues of 
mutual interest in the subregion, in Africa, and in the 
rest of the world. These talks were an occasion for the 
two heads of state to note with satisfaction their agree- 
ment of viewpoints on the issues discussed. 


From the bilateral point of view, President Momoh and 
President Eyadema expressed pleasure over the excellent 
relations of friendship, fraternity, and solidarity between 
their peoples. They restated the need to maintain and 
strengthen these ties by establishing mutually beneficial 
cooperation between their two countries. To this end, 
they decided to create a permanent joint commission for 
bilateral cooperation and to sign a general agreement for 
economic, scientific, technical, cultural, and commerical 
cooperation. 
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On subregional cooperation, Presidents Momoh and 
Eyadema reaffirmed their determination to contribute to 
making ECOWAS an efficient tool for the integration of 
the economies and the peoples of West Africa. They 
stressed the urgent need for all member states of the 
community to do all in their power to overcome the 
obstacles that still persist so that the goals and objectives 
assigned to ECOWAS may be achieved in the interest of 
all the peoples of the subregion. They were of the view 
that one of the essential conditions for ECOWAS’s 
success is the maintenance of the climate and security 
among member states. Thus, they placed special empha- 
sis on the absolute necessity for all states of the subregion 
to pursue a policy of good neighborliness and noninte- 
ference in the domestic affairs of other states. 


President Momoh took this opportunity, once again, to 
express to his brother and friend, President Eyadema, his 
sincere gratitude for the appreciable role he has played in 
the peaceful solution of the recent dispute between Sierra 
Leone and Libera. 


The two heads of state thoroughly examined Africa’s 
critical economic situation, marked by the debt problem 
and the substantial fall in raw materials prices. They 
stated that they were deeply concerned about this situa- 
tion and regretted that the U.N. program of action for 
the economic recovery and development of Africa has 
not been implemented. They reiterated their full support 
for the convening of an international conference to 
examine the recommendations adopted by the OAU 
extraordinary summit on Africa’s external debt. 


Concerning the world economic situation, the two heads 
of state expressed deep concern over the persistence of 
the recession, the mounting trend of protectionism, and 
the continuing deterioration of the terms of trade. They 
reiterated their conviction that the establishment of a 
more equitable and just world economic order as well as 
the promotion of South-South cooperation and solidar- 
ity among developing countries will accelerate economic 
and social development. 


From the political point of view, Presidents Momoh and 
Eyadema examined the situation in Africa and the 
Middle East. The Western Saharan question, the Chad- 
Libya conflict, and the situation in southern Africa 
received the attention of the two heads of state. Concern- 
ing the Western Sahara conflict, Presidents Momoh and 
Eyadema expressed pleasure that direct contacts have 
started between the authorities of the Kingdom of 
Morocco and the Polisario, and they expressed their 
hope that this positive development will culminate in the 
implementation of the UN plan for the peaceful solution 
of the conflict. 


Concerning the Chad-Libya dispute, the two heads of 
state expressed satisfaction over the new impetus given 
to the peace process between Chad and Libya by the 
resumption of dipomatic relations between the two 
countries, which will enable them fiad a lasting solution 
to their dispute. 
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Examining the situation in southern Africa, the two 
heads of state expressed their conviction that the tripar- 
tite agreement concluded in New York on 22 Decembei 
1988 between South Africa, Angola, and Cuba was an 
important step toward peace and stability in Angola and 
independence for Namibia, in accordance with UN 
Security Council Resolution 435. The two heads of state 
further held the view that the total abolition of apartheid 
is the only condition for the effective reign of peace in 
this region. The effective implemention of political and 
social changes recommended by the new South African 
leadership could constitute a significant step in the start 
of dialogue between all the parties concerned. 


The analysis of the situation in the Middle East was an 
occasion for the two heads of state to express, once again, 
their deep concern over the worsening situation in the 
occupied territories. They stated their conviction that 
only the recognition of the inalienable rights of all the 
peoples of the region to acquire their own homelands 
and live within secure and internationally recognized 
borders will lead to peace and stability in the region. 
They reiterated their support for the idea of convening 
an international conference on peace in the Middle East 
under the auspices of the United Nations and with the 
participation of all the parties concerned, including the 
PLO, the only representative of the Palestinian people. 


Following the talks, which took place in an atmosphere 
of friendship and fraternity, President Momoh expressed 
to President Eyadema and to the Government and 
people of Togo his hearty thanks for the warm and 
fraternal welcome given him and his delegation. He 
extended an invitation to President Eyadema to pay a 
state visit to Sierra leone to be scheduled at a later date 
by mutual agreement. President Eyadema accepted this 
invitation with pleasure. 


The following officials were present at the talks between 
the two heads of state: On the Sierra Leonean side were 
Dr Abdul Karim Koroma, minister of foreign affairs 
[title as heard]; Alhaji Musa Kabia, the minister of rural 
development, social affairs and youth [title as heard] Mr 
E.T. Kamara, minister of state and leader of the House 
Party Affairs; Dr A.K. Turay, minister of state for the 
president's office; Mr Olu Harding, the ambassador of 
Sierra Leone to Togo; (Mr Edward Prah), member of 
Parliament; (Dr Seku Madina), member of Parliament; 
(Mr Ibrahim Lambleh), member of Parliament; Mr 
(Tom Nicole), International Affairs Division, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs; Mrs (Tatimata Kori), Economic 
Affairs Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


On the Togolese side were Mr Kpotivi Tevi Djidjogbe 
Lacle, member of the Political Bureau, minister of justice 
and keeper of the seals; Mr Samon Kortho, member of the 
Political Bureau, permanent director of the RPT; Mr 
Chala Kpali, member of the Political Bureau, minister of 
rural development; Mr Koffi Edoh, member of the Politi- 
cal Bureau, minister of technical education and profes- 
sional training; Mr Yagninim Bitokotipou, member of the 
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Political Bureau, minister civil service and labor, Mr 
Tchaa-Kozah Chalim, member of the Political Bureau, 
minister of national education and scientific research; Mr 
Aissa Agbetrah, member of the central Committee, minis- 
ter of public health, social and women’s affairs; Mr Komla 
Alipui, member of the Central Committee, minister of 
finance and economy; Mr Yaovi Adodod, member of the 
Central Committee, minister of foreign affairs and coop- 
eration; Mr Yao Komlavi, member of the Central Com- 
mittee, minister of environment and tourism; Mr Nassirou 
Ayeva, member of the Central Committee, minister of 
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equipment and telecommunications; Mr Messan Kodjo, 
member of the Central Committee, minister of youth, 
sports and culture. 


Issued in Kara on 17 February 1989 in two original 
copies in French and English languages. The two are 
certified true copies. 


Signing for the republic of Sierra leone, His Excellency Maj 
Gen Dr Joseph Saidu Momoh, president of the Republic of 
Sierra Leone; for the Republic of Togo, His Excellency 
Gnassingbe Eyadema, the founding-chairman of the RPT, 
president of the republic. 


END OF 
FICHE 
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